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Concept of the Conference 

Overarching Idea 

As we live in an era where the knowledge landscape is rapidly changing and 
becoming more complex, answering age-old quesYons about our society, 
economy, and environment has become more challenging today than ever 
before. In the wake of this change and challenge, falling back on linear and 
myopic conclusions is someYmes all too irresisYble. A faYgue of imaginaYon 
that leads to easy answers seems to be prevalent within several disciplines 
and is someYmes driven by ideological biases. Resultantly, the progress in 
addressing economic disadvantage, social isolaYon, and discriminaYon, 
psychological distress remains subopYmal oZen because of linear conceptual 
frameworks which fail to recognize insYtuYonal biases, power imbalances, 
and historical legacies and their differenYal impact on individuals and 
communiYes. 

Such realizaYons reinforce the need to re-examine what we perceive as self-
evident, the-only-logical, and the-only-workable soluYons. How can we 
register and process the most important social, technological, economic, 
insYtuYonal, and environmental quesYons of our Yme without succumbing 
too much to linear thinking? Instead of simplifying (and undermining) 
complexity, how do we equip ourselves to acknowledge, embrace and work 
with it? In what ways does linearity manifest itself in our lives and our world? 
Is there a subsYtute for linear thinking? What are the generaYve possibiliYes 
of non-linearity and what fears do they evoke?  

This year's conference will acknowledge these challenges and shall strive to 
understand how these changes and challenges reflect in different disciplines 
of social sciences and deliberate on pertinent social sciences questions, 
particularly concerning the following themes.  

Competitiveness, Productivity, and Growth 

The linear conception of interdependent and dynamic processes that 
regulate the relationship between competitiveness, productivity, and 
economic growth sometimes results in situations like the “productivity 
paradox", “competitiveness trap”, and the "race to the bottom". The policies 
that follow can backfire on economic growth due to declining wages, labor 
exploitation, worsening working conditions, and declining aggregate 
domestic consumption. Papers invited under this theme of CBERCON2023 
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should appreciate the complex relationship between competitiveness, 
productivity, and economic growth and display how variables such as 
innovation and technology adoption, human capital development, and the 
regulatory environment mediate it. 

Monetary Policy Effectiveness, and Inflation  

The monetary policy and macroeconomic stabilization nexus involve complex 
and non-linear processes involving the responsiveness of consumers and 
businesses to changes in interest rates, the level of economic activity, and 
the structure of any economy. Papers invited under this theme of 
CBERCON2023 should appreciate the effectiveness of various monetary 
policy tools and transmission mechanisms in controlling inflation and 
promoting economic growth. Studies that help to understand the footprint 
of inflation on households, businesses, financial institutions, and 
distributional aspects of monetary policy are highly encouraged.  

Insights from Complex Economic Datasets 

Uncovering meaningful insights from large and complex economic datasets 
through machine learning and artificial intelligence is a challenge to linearity. 
The use of big data presents both exciting opportunities and challenges for 
economists and social and data scientists to dare to study non-linear 
relationships that govern social and economic exchanges. For this theme of 
the CBERCON2023, we welcome the contributions that use big data to 
unearth complex and nuanced insights into social and economic phenomena 
and study, and among other areas, the relationship between important social 
and economic variables and social media and advertisement and consumer 
behaviors. 

Equalizing Opportunities 

Inequality is a paradox and has a very complex relationship to economic and 
social progress. While a kind of inequality that originates from the level of 
effort one puts into a productive activity may be good for the economic 
development of societies, another kind of inequality that originates from 
circumstances beyond one’s control needs serious attention. The concept of 
equalizing opportunities refers to creating a level playing field for individuals, 
regardless of their socio-economic background. Under this theme of 
CBERCON2023, we welcome contributions that unveil the complex structural 
factors that perpetuate inequality and help recognize, understand, and 
address them in our social and economic systems. 
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Interdisciplinary Perspectives in Psychology 

Linear thinking in psychology results in oversimplification and 
decontextualization of complex socio-psychological phenomena by ignoring 
the interplay of biological, environmental, cultural, and social factors that 
shape human behavior. Without focusing on the connections between 
psychology and other disciplines, understanding human behavior and 
psychological phenomena would remain partial at its best. Under this theme 
of CBERCON2023, we invite contributions that go beyond interventions and 
research designs adapted from the Global North and engage in inter- and 
multidisciplinary dialogue in the fields of clinical, counseling, social, 
behavioral, health, community, environmental psychology, and localized 
psychometrics tests.  

Questioning the Known in Political Science 

The influence of domestic political actors on international processes, the 
formation of public opinion through media, interest groups, and national 
institutions, as well as the impact of transnational pressures on domestic 
policies, and the negotiation between political parties and non-political 
actors, are pressing questions of political science. As the political processes 
become more intertwined, the traditional boundaries between national, 
international, and transnational pressures, as well as social and economic 
processes, become blurred. Under this theme of CBERCON2023, we invite 
research papers that provide a re-evaluation of existing theoretical 
frameworks and models, and assumptions of linearity within various sub-
fields of political sciences while exploring these complex dynamics. 

Rethinking Media, Communication, and Culture 

Complexity is nowhere more evident than in media and cultural production 
due to the diversity of perspectives, experiences, and contexts. Under this 
theme of CBERCON2023, we invite contributions that challenge Western 
linear thinking and philosophical impositions by exploring how media and 
social formations in the Global South can be understood through local 
realities and norms. It should also examine divergences and contestations 
from dominant theories, methods, and epistemologies in media and culture 
studies. Additionally, contributions should explore the unique functions of 
media in shaping local and global realities, and the distinct characteristics of 
various media forms, and consider how aesthetics, production methods, and 
audience dynamics challenge prevailing media frameworks. 
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Governance and Non-traditional Security Challenges 

Contemporary security challenges have become diverse, more complex, and 
nonlinear, encompassing diverse issues like climate change, environmental 
degradation, nuclear concerns, energy access, water resources, food 
security, cyberspace, economic interdependence, pandemics, and migration. 
These non-traditional security threats (NTST) involve various state and non-
state actors, their communication and financing methods, their networks, 
resources, tools, strategies, and interests, and require alternative forms of 
governance. This sub-theme of CBERCON2023 invites contributions that 
explore the nature of non-traditional security threats, the involvement of 
states, institutions, networks, communities, and individuals in addressing 
these threats, their varied impacts on different demographic groups, and the 
utilization of technology to address NTSTs. 

Food-Water-Energy Nexus  

The interdependence of food, water, and energy resources is one of the 
major links through which human-environmental interaction takes shape at 
various levels. Human decisions related to any of these resources will 
intricately impact the other two in highly complex and multifaceted ways 
and, therefore, requires interdisciplinary perspectives from various fields. 
This sub-theme of CBERCON2023 invites contributions that innovate ways to 
make food affordable and accessible to all without incurring further 
environmental degradation; methods for sectoral energy and water demands 
through complex trade-offs, resource use efficiency, equity and productivity, 
and use of technology in managing this nexus according to the principles of 
sustainable development. 
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Conference Program 

Third Annual InternaYonal Conference  
School of Economics and Social Sciences 

Challenging Linearity 
Day 1 – Thursday, November 16, 2023 

08:00 am  Registra.on Desk Opens 
09:20 am –  
09:30 am 

Welcome Note and Keynotes Invited by Dr. S Akbar Zaidi 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 

09:30 am –  
10:45 am 

Keynote I 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Towards Faster, Cleaner Growth 
Host: 
Heman Das Lohano 
Speaker: 
Franziska Ohnsorge 
Chief Economist, South Asia Region, World Bank 

10:45 am –  
11:45 am 

Book Talk 
Venue: G&T Auditorium  
Development Pathways: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh (1947-2022) 
Moderator:  
Amber Rahim Shamsi 
Director (CEJ), Ins.tute of Business Administra.on, Karachi 
Panelists: 
Ishrat Hussain 
Professor (Emeritus), Ins.tute of Business Administra.on, Karachi 
ShaguUa Shabbar 
PhD Scholar, IBA, Karachi 
Masood Ahmed Siddiqui 
PhD Scholar, IBA, Karachi 
Sarah Nizamani 
Research Fellow, IBA, Karachi 

11:45 am –  
12:15 pm 

Tea Break & InteracZon with Keynotes  
Venue: G&T Auditorium 

12:20 pm –  
01:35 pm 

Panel 1 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Path to Sustainable Energy Futures in Developing Countries  
Moderator: 
Junaid Alam Memon 
Professor, Ins.tute of Business Administra.on, Karachi 
Panelists: 
Jens Lowitzsch 
Professor Europa-Universität Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder)  
Satyendra Nath Mishra 
Assistant Professor, School of Rural Management, Puri 
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Afia Malik 
Sr. Research Economist. Pakistan Ins.tute of Development 
Economics, Islamabad 
Mudassir Zuberi 
Head of Business Development, K-Electric, Karachi 

01:35 pm –  
02:30 pm 

Lunch 
Venue: Student Centre Cafeteria 

02:30 pm –  
04:00 pm 

Parallel Technical Session I  
Venue: AMAN CED 
Session Titles 
Compe..veness Produc.vity and Growth I (Room: MCS 3) 
Compe..veness Produc.vity and Growth II (Room: MCS 4) 
Compe..veness Produc.vity and Growth III (Room: MCS 5) 
Governance and Non-tradi.onal Security Challenges (Room: MCC 
15) 

04:05 pm –  
05:20 pm 

Panel 2 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Transforming the private sector in Pakistan 
Moderator: 
Saima Husain 
Ins.tute of Business Administra.on, Karachi 
Panelists: 
Franziska Ohnsorge 
Chief Economist, South Asia Region, World Bank 
Aadil Nakhoda 
Ins.tute of Business Administra.on, Karachi 
Sadaffe Abid 
Founder & CEO CIRCLE 
Sameer Amir 
Director Research, Pakistan Business Council  

05:20 pm –  
05:35 pm 

Tea Break 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 

05:35 pm –  
06: 35 pm 

Keynote II 
Venue: MSC 3, AMAN CED 
Governing the Southern Interregnum: Notes on a Troubled 
Conjuncture 
Alf Gunvald Nilsen  
Professor, University of Pretoria 

06: 35 pm –  
07:45 

Panel 3  
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
ElecZons, Democracy and Development 
Moderator: 
S Akbar Zaidi 
Execu.ve Director, IBA Karachi 
Panelists: 
Ammar Ali Jan 
General Secretary, Haqooq-e-Khalq Party  
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Shazia Marri 
Poli.cian, Pakistan People’s Party 

08:00 pm Dinner & Networking 
Venue: Main Lawn (opposite G&T Auditorium) 

 

Day 2 – Friday, November 17, 2023 

9:00 am –  
10:15 am 

Panel 4 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Cul<va<ng Inclusivity: Women in Economics 
Moderator: 
Asma Hyder 
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA, Karachi 
Panelists:  
Ratna Sahay 
Professor, NaEonal Council of Applied Economic Research, New 
Delhi 
Hadia Majid 
Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management Sciences, 
Lahore 
Aliya H Khan 
Professor, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad  
Sundus Saleemi  
Senior Researcher (Development Research), University of Bonn 

10:20 am –  
11:20 am 

Keynote III  
Venue: Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Macroeconomic Challenges and Way Forward 
Host: 
Dr. S Akbar Zaidi 
Speaker: 
Jameel Ahmad 
Governor, State Bank of Pakistan 

11:20 am –  
11:50 am 

Prize Distribu<on  
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Youth Compe<<on: Poverty through your eyes & Reflec<ons by 
Country Director World Bank 
Najy Benhassine 
Country Director for Pakistan, South Asia Region, World Bank 

11:50 am –  
01:20 pm 

Parallel Technical Session II 
Venue: AMAN CED 
Session Titles 
Equalizing opportuniEes (Room: MCS 3) 
Food-Water-Energy Nexus (Room: MCS 4) 
Insights from Complex Economic Datasets (Room: MCS 5) 
InflaEon, Debt and Remi`ances (Room: MCC 15) 

01:20 pm –  Namaz break/Lunch 
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03:00 pm Venue: Student Centre Cafeteria 

03:00 pm –  
04:15 pm 

Panel 5 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Urban Mental Health (UMH): Presump<ons, Causali<es, and 
Aspira<ons 
Moderator: 
Adam Abdullah 
Assistant Professor, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, Karachi 
Panelists: 
Reinout Wiers 
Co-Director, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam  
Shameel Khan 
Director, Synapse Karachi 
Saima Saif 
Assistant Professor, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon - Karachi 
Rabia Jaffar 
Behavioral Coach, Aga Khan University Hospital 
Tanzil Shafique 
Assistant Professor, School of Architecture, University of Sheffield 

04:20 pm –  
05:50 pm 

Parallel Technical Session III 
Venue: AMAN CED 
Session Titles 
Interdisciplinary PerspecEves in Psychology I (Room: MCS 3 ) 
Interdisciplinary PerspecEves in Psychology II (Room: MCS 4) 
QuesEoning the Known in PoliEcal Science (Room: MCS 5) 
Rethinking Media CommunicaEon and Culture (Room: MCC 15) 

06:00 pm –  
07:30 pm 

Round Table Discussion 
Venue: Conference Room (Tabba) 
Empowering Young Lives through Educa<on and Health (IBA – 
UNICEF) 
Muhammad Ashar Malik 
Aga Khan University, Karachi 
Sundus Saleemi 
Senior Researcher (Development Research), University of Bonn 
Fateh Marri 
Vice Chancellor · Sindh Agriculture University Tandojam 
Fa<ma Hafeez 
Idara e Taleem o Agaahi 

06:00 pm –  
07:00 pm 
 

Literary Cafe I 
Venue: Botanical Garden 
Sitaron Sy Agy  
Host: Shabana Nisar 

Literary Cafe II 
Venue: OBS Courtyard 
Determinism in Linguis<c 
History 
Host: Muhammad Ibrahim 

07:00 pm Cultural event and Dinner & Networking 
Venue: Main Lawn (opposite G&T Auditorium) 
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Day 3: Saturday, November 18, 2023 

10:00 am –  
11:15 am 

Panel 6  
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Insights from Complex Economic Datasets 
Moderator: 
Wali Ullah 
Professor, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, Karachi 
Panelists:  
Adnan Haider 
Professor, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, Karachi 
Sajjad Haider 
Professor, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, Karachi 
Fa<ma Sadik 
Lecturer, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, Karachi 

11:15 am –  
11:45 am 

Tea Break 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 

11:45 am –  
01:45 pm 

Doctoral Symposium  
Session Titles 
Session A (S1, Adamjee) 
Session B (MCC 15, Aman CED) 

01:45 pm –  
02:45 pm 

Lunch 
Venue: Student Centre Cafeteria 

02:45 pm –  
03:45 pm 

Karamat Ali Dis<nguished Lecture 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
Colonialism and Decoloniza<on: The Neglected Dimensions 
of Our History and Poli<cs 
Host: 
Charles Amjad-Ali 
Speaker: 
Syed Jaffar Ahmed 
Director, InsEtute of Historical and Social Research, Karachi 

03:50 pm –  
05:05 pm 

Panel 7 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
State, Indigeneity, Religion, and Society in Indonesia 
Moderator: 
Abdul Haq Chang 
Assistant Professor, InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, 
Karachi 
Panelists:  
Saiful Mahdi 
Assistant Professor, Universitas Syiah Kuala, Banda Aceh  
Mohammad Syifa  
Assistant Professor, Universitas Muhammadiyah, Yogyakarta  
Nor Ismah 
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VisiEng Scholar, University of Michigan Ann Arbor 
Imaculata Kurniasan< 
PhD Scholar, University of Hawai’i at Manoa. 

05:05 pm –  
05:35 pm 

Prize Distribu<on Ceremony 
Paper PresentaEon (Technical Session) 
Paper PresentaEon (Doctoral Symposium) 

05:35 pm –  
06:30 pm 

Closing Ceremony & High Tea 
Venue: G&T Auditorium 
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PARALLEL TECHNICAL SESSION I-DAY 1 (2:30 PM - 4:00 PM) 

SESSION 1A 
CompeZZveness, ProducZvity and 

Growth I 

SESSION 1B 
CompeZZveness, ProducZvity and 

Growth II 

SESSION 1C 
CompeZZveness, ProducZvity and 

Growth III 

SESSION 1D 
Governance and Non-tradiZonal 

Security Challenges 
Discussant 

Anwar Shah 
Quaid-i-Azam University (QAU) 

Islamabad 

Discussant 
Verda Salman 

Na/onal University of Science and 
Technology (NUST) Islamabad 

Discussant 
Ambreen FaZma 

Applied Economics Research Centre 
(AERC) Karachi 

Discussant 
Charles Amjad-Ali  

Luther Seminary 
St Paul, Minnesota  

Venue: MCS 3, Ground Floor,  
AMAN CED 

Venue: MCS 4, 1st Floor,  
AMAN CED 

Venue: MCS 5, 2nd Floor,  
AMAN CED 

Venue: MCC 15, 2nd Floor, 
AMAN CED 

PresentaZons PresentaZons PresentaZons PresentaZons 
Expansionary Fiscal Contrac1on 
Hypothesis: An Evidence from 

Pakistan 
Aisha Irum 

NIPs/ PIDE, Islamabad 
 

Rela1onship between Human Capital 
and Urban Growth in Developed in 

Developing Countries 
Lucky Bizenjo 

Ins1tute of Business Administra1on 
(IBA) Karachi 

Technological Adop1on and Changing 
World of Work: Case Study of Services 

Sector Workforce in Pakistan 
Umer Khalid 

Policy Research Innova1on 
Development and Educa1on (PRIDE) 

Islamabad 

Understanding the Non-Tradi1onal 
Security Dimensions:  Cyber Threat 

Landscape in Pakistan 
Minhas Majeed Khan 
University of Peshawar 

Peshawar 

An Evalua1on of Compara1ve 
Advantage of Domes1cally Produced 

Edible Oil Crops: Challenges and 
Opportuni1es 

Farah Naz 
Pakistan Ins1tute of Development 

Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 

Tourism for All: Assessing the Impact 
of Accessible Tourism on the 

Sustainability of Local Communi1es 
Hadiqa Riaz 

Bahria University,  
Karachi 

Digital Literacy and Inclusive Growth: 
Examining Digital Empowerment of 

Female Students in Lahore 
Hafsah Batool 

Lahore College for Women University, 
Lahore 

Accentua1ng the Significance of 
Individual Opinions and Indigenous 

Knowledge about Various 
Environmental Issues in Pakistan 

Muhammad Faisal Ali 
Pakistan Ins1tute of Development 

Economics (PIDE) Islamabad 
The metamorphosis of the 
Interrela1onship Between 

Compe11veness, Produc1vity, and 
Growth Within Economic Realm 

Rashid Ali Baloch 
Indus University 

Karachi 

State of Trade in Pakistan 
Muhammad Zeshan 

Pakistan Ins1tute of Development 
Economics (PIDE) 

Islamabad 

The Rela1onship Between Labor 
Market Ins1tu1ons and Innova1on in 

177 European Regions over the Period 
2000-2015 

Gaetano Perone 
University of Pisa,  

Italy 

The Unyielding Menace: 
Inves1ga1ng the Global Impact of the 
Islamic State (IS) and the Rise of Non-

State Actors in Modern Security 
Sohail Ahmad 
COMSATS,  
Islamabad 
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Impact of Oil Price and Its Vola1lity on 
CPI of Pakistan: Bivariate EGARCH 

Model 
Abida Naurin 

Pakistan Ins1tute of Development 
Economics (PIDE) 

Islamabad 

Demand Analysis of Energy Mix in 
District Kotli Azad Jammu and 

Kashmir, Pakistan 
Syed Kafait Hussain Naqvi 

University of Kotli 
Azad Kashmir 

Resource Scarcity and Sustainability: 
Exploring the Water, Energy and Food 

Nexus 
Madiha Hussaini 

SZABIST 
Karachi 

 

Parachu1ng in CNN’s Clarissa Ward in 
Myanmar and Afghanistan 

Syed Irfan Ashraf 
University of Peshawar 

Peshawar 
 

PARALLEL TECHNICAL SESSION II-DAY 2 (11:50 AM – 01:20 PM) 

SESSION 2A 
Equalizing OpportuniZes 

SESSION 2B 
Food-Water-Energy Nexus 

SESSION 2C 
Insights from Complex Economic 

Datasets 

SESSION 2D 
InflaZon, Debt and Remifances 

Discussant 
Malik Inayatullah Jan 

Ins.tute of Development Studies 
(IDS), Peshawar 

Discussant 
Faiz Shah  

Asian Ins.tute of Technology (AIT), 
Bangkok  

 Discussant 
Anwar Hussain  

University of Swat,  
Swat 

Discussant 
Zulfiqar Hyder  

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP), Karachi 

Venue: MCS 3, Ground Floor, AMAN CED Venue: MCS 4, Ist Floor, AMAN CED Venue: MCS 5, 2nd Floor, AMAN CED Venue: MCC 15, 2nd Floor, AMAN CED 
PresentaZons PresentaZons PresentaZons PresentaZons 

Analyzing Household Income 
Inequality: A Subgroup Decomposi1on 

of Generalized Entropy Measures 
Jazib Mumtaz 

FPCCI Policy Research Unit 
Karachi 

Globaliza1on, Climate Variability and 
Food Security in Pakistan: The 
Modera1ng Role of Popula1on 

Density 
Shazia Kousar 

Lahore College for Women University, 
Lahore 

Appraising Economic Development: 
Es1ma1ng Sub-na1onal GDP for 

Pakistan through Nightlights. 
Wajid Ali 

University of Perugia  
Italy 

Infla1on, Monetary Policy, and the 
Sacrifice Ra1o 
Leef H. Dierks 

Luebeck University of Applied 
Sciences, Germany 

 

Construc1ng Quality-adjusted Human 
Capital and its Distribu1on Across 

Countries 
Kumari Neha Jha 

Indian Ins1tute of Technology  
(IIT) Roorkee, India 

Analysis of Sectoral Energy Demand in 
Pakistan 

Jaweriya Naz 
NED University of Engineering and 

Technology, Karachi 
 

Kerala’s Interna1onal Tourism 
Demand: An Inquiry into The Validity 

of The Standard and Regular 
Determinants 

Muhammed Salim AnappaMath 
M.E.S Mampad College  

India 

Computa1onal Calcula1on of 
Sovereign Default Probabili1es: 

Pakistan's Case 
Salman Zaffar 

Ins1tute of Business Administra1on 
(IBA) Karachi 
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Inequali1es of Opportuni1es: Some 
Insights from Pakistan 

Zahid Pervaiz 
Na1onal College of Business, 

Administra1on and Economics 
(NCBA&E) Lahore 

Food-Water-Energy Nexus in the 
Perspec1ve of Green Revolu1on, 

Green Energy, Legal and Ins1tu1onal 
Framework: A Killian Based Adjusted 

Bootstrap…  
Zia Ur Rahman 
Ghazi University 
Dera Ghazi Khan 

Economic Policy Uncertainty and 
Stock Porgolio Op1miza1on: Cross 
Country Wavelet-Based Approach 

Sara Iqbal 
Mehran University of Engineering and 

Technology (MUET) Hyderabad 

Financial Integra1on and Exchange 
Market Pressure 

Muhammad AOab 
COMSATS  
Islamabad 

Examining the Influence of Household 
Factors on Educa1onal Achievement 

Inequality: An Analysis of ASER Data in 
Pakistan 

Gul Muhammad Rind 
Sukkur IBA University 

Sukkur 

Does Green Energy Really Maher for 
Environment and Economic 

Sustainability? Valida1ng the Long-
Standing Exis1ng Empirics on 

Pakistan… 
Syed Kafait Hussain Naqvi 

University of Kotli 
Azad Kashmir 

Leveraging Student-Generated Social 
Media Data for Higher Educa1on 

Marke1ng in Pakistan: A Netnographic 
Approach to Enhance Student 

Engagement…  
Hamza Rashid 

Kohat University of Science & 
Technology, Kohat 

Evalua1ng the Impact of Withdrawal 
of Telegraphic Transfer (TT) Charges 
Reimbursement on the Remihances 

from the Kingdom…  
Muhammad Omer 

State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
Karachi 

PARALLEL TECHNICAL SESSION III-DAY 2 (04:20 PM – 05:50 PM) 

SESSION 3A 
Interdisciplinary PerspecZves in 

Psychology I 

SESSION 3B 
Interdisciplinary PerspecZves in 

Psychology II 

SESSION 3C 
QuesZoning the Known in PoliZcal 

Science 

SESSION 3D 
Rethinking Media, CommunicaZon, 

and Culture 
Discussant 

Aurangzeb Alizai  
University of Balochistan 

(UOB) QueVa 

Discussant 
Nadia Ayub  

Ins/tute of Business Management 
(IOBM) Karachi 

Discussant 
Asma Faiz  

Lahore University of Management 
Sciences (LUMS) Lahore 

Discussant 
Syed Irfan Ashraf  

University of Peshawar 
Peshawar 

Venue: MCS 3, Ground Floor,  
AMAN CED 

Venue: MCS 4, Ist Floor,  
AMAN CED 

 Venue: MCS 5, 2nd Floor,  
AMAN CED 

Venue: MCC 15, 2nd Floor,  
AMAN CED 

PresentaZons PresentaZons PresentaZons PresentaZons 
Why Do Inheritance Reforms Not 

Increase Women’s Access and Control 
Over Land? Evidence from Punjab 

(Pakistan) 
Hana Zahir 

Evidence from Factor Analysis of 
Sarsani's (1999) Teachers' Crea1vity 
Promo1on Scale at the University 

Level 
Muhammad Kamran 

Foreign Policy under Civiliza1onal 
Populists in India, Pakistan, and Turkey 

Fizza Batool 
SZABIST 
Karachi 

How Poli1cal Behavior is Influenced 
by Social Cleavage and Media Usage? 

Isma Anum 
Na1onal University of Modern 
Languages (NUML)Islamabad 
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Lahore University of Management 
Sciences (LUMS) 

University of Loralai 
Loralai 

Gender Differences in Teacher 
Efficacy: The Media1ng Effect of Using 

Affec1ve Outcomes in Teaching 
Sadia Batool 

Karakoram Interna1onal University, 
Diamer 

Explora1on of Percep1ons of 
Physicians Regarding Decision-Process 

Uncertainty in Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology 
Sana Younas 

Na1onal University of Sciences and 
Technology (NUST) Islamabad 

De-territorializing Linearity of 
Contemporary Globaliza1on: A 

Decolonial Appraisal of Tradi1onalists 
in a Glocalized World 

Muhammad Rasheed Arshad 
University of the Punjab 

Lahore 

Social media, Cultural Heterogeni 
za1on, and Consumer Behavior in 

Pakistan: A Study of Genera1on Z and 
Genera1on X 

Ruhma Anjum 
Informa1on Technology University 

(ITU) Lahore 
Paren1fica1on and Machiavellianism 
among young adults: Role of Gender 

in a Correla1onal Compara1ve Survey 
Areeba Khawer 

Bahria University  
Karachi 

Choice of Contract and Repayment 
Rates in Group Lending with Mutual 

Decision Making. A Microfinance 
Experiment from Pakistan 

 Shahid Razzaque 
Pakistan Ins1tute of Development 

Economics (PIDE) Islamabad 

Rethinking Power Structures: 
Exploring the Influence of Economic 
Factors on Poli1cal Decision-Making 

Iqra Jamil 
Ins1tute of Business Administra1on 

(IBA) Karachi 

Representa1on of the Fall of Kabul 
2021 in Pakistani and Afghan Media: 

Examining Counterterrorism, Elite 
Officials, and Local People's 

Perspec1ves. 
Amir Hamza Marwan 

Ins1tute of Business Administra1on 
(IBA) Karachi 

Resilience, Mental Toughness and 
Mental Wellbeing in Police Officers 

Shahnila Tariq 
University of Management and 

Technology, Lahore 

Rela1onship of Educa1onal Stress and 
Self-Compassion with Psychological 

Problems in Adolescents 
Riffat Iqbal 

University of Karachi 
Karachi 

Poli1cal Party Nego1a1ons with Non-
Poli1cal Actors: A Case Study of 

Pakistan 
Kashfia Latafat 

Genera1on's School 
Karachi 

Unraveling The Crea1ve Disrup1on: 
COVID-19's Impact on Work in 

Pakistan 
 Junaid Alam Memon 

Ins1tute of Business Administra1on 
(IBA), Karachi 
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DOCTORAL SYMPOSIUM PRESENTATIONS - DAY 3 (11:45 AM - 01:45 PM) 

SESSION A SESSION B 
Venue: S1, Ground Floor,  

Adamjee 
Venue: MCC 15, 2nd Floor,  

AMAN CED 
PresentaZons PresentaZons 

Fiscal Policy, Monetary Policy, and Infla1on. 
Evidence from Asian Economies. 

Shomaila Habib 
COMSATS 
Islamabad 

Climate Change and Inequality: Unraveling 
the Gendered Impacts of Natural Disasters in 

Sub-Saharan Africa 
Joseph Eshun 

University of Hawai,  
at Manoa 

Examining Youth Inac1vity in Pakistan: An 
analysis of Decomposi1on of Inequality of 

Employment Opportuni1es 
Muhammad Shahid Waheed 

Ins1tute of Business Administra1on (IBA) 
Karachi 

Policy discovery through a complexity lens: 
Case studies of economic reforms and policy 

prac1ce in Malaysia and Pakistan 
Ali Salman 

Policy Research Ins1tute of Market Economy 
(PRIME), Islamabad 

Welfare through Family Networks 
Muhammad Muneeb Ahmed 

Na1onal University of Sciences & Technology 
(NUST) 

Islamabad 

Do Dividends Signal Cash Flows Vola1lity or 
the Level of Cash Flows? An Evidence from 

Pakistan 
Rushna Sajid 

Ins1tute of Business Administra1on (IBA) 
Karachi 

Unleashing the Ins1tu1onal and Poli1cal 
Drivers of Public Sector Spending Efficiency: 

An Analysis of Developing Countries 
Farah Iqbal 

Government College University 
Lahore 

Eco-innova1on and Sustainability in the 
Chemical and Pharmaceu1cal Sectors of 

Pakistan 
Ghazala Jamali 

USPCAS-W Mehran University of Engineering 
and Technology, Jamshoro 

Neoliberalism and Higher Educa1on: A Case 
Study from Pakistan 
Tarique Ali Memon 

Miami University 
USA 

Bohom-up energy models in Pakistan: An 
Overview of Off -grid Models Explained with 
the Literature on Common Pool Resources 

Najam Memon 
Leuphana Universität Lüneburg 

Germany 
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Opening Remarks, Book 
Talk & Keynote Speeches 
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Opening Remarks  
 
Dr. S Akbar Zaidi.  
ExecuYve Director, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon - Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
In his opening address, Dr. S Akbar Zaidi expressed graYtude and welcomed 
the amendees to the third internaYonal conference organized by the Center 
for Business and Economic Research (CBER), the School of Economics and 
Social Sciences, IBA-Karachi. 
 
NoYng his frequent role as the event opener, Dr. Zaidi began by saying that 
this marked the first occasion he inaugurated a conference with such a 
thought-provoking theme. He expressed his enthusiasm for the theme and 
his opYmism that the conference would prove to be both challenging and 
sYmulaYng. 
 
He proceeded to delve into two perspecYves on linearity. The first revolved 
around the concept of path dependence, asserYng that the future is 
influenced by the past. Dr. Zaidi contended that, while the past held 
significance, it was not always a reliable guide to the future. IllustraYng with 
the example of climate change, he emphasized that past development 
pamerns were no longer sustainable. 
 
The second perspecYve on linearity, according to Dr. Zaidi, involved learning 
from other countries. He advocated for gleaning insights from other naYons 
but underscored the importance of recognizing each country's unique 
context and history. Emphasizing that blindly emulaYng the approaches of 
other countries might not always be opYmal, he encouraged a more 
discerning approach. 
 
Concluding his speech, Dr. Zaidi called for a criYcal and nuanced 
understanding of the world. He argued for the need to challenge assumpYons 
about the past, present, and future, advocaYng for openness to new ideas 
and possibiliYes. Furthermore, he underscored the significance of speaking 
out against injusYces, ciYng the ongoing genocide in PalesYne as an example. 
In summary, the speech was thought-provoking, challenging the audience to 



Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

19 

adopt new perspecYves on the world. It served as a call for criYcal thinking, 
creaYvity, and a steadfast commitment to jusYce. 
 
YouTube Link: hmps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZJgAzgdZQQ  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=uZJgAzgdZQQ


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

20 

Keynote 1: Towards Faster, Cleaner Growth 
 
Franziska Ohnsorge  
Chief Economist South Asia Region, The World Bank, Washington DC 
 
Summary 
 
Dr. Franziska Ohnsorge, Chief Economist of the World Bank's South Asia 
Region, delivered a compelling keynote address at IBA Karachi, offering a 
comprehensive analysis of the region's pursuit of faster and cleaner 
economic growth. While acknowledging South Asia's economic resilience, 
she highlighted persistent constraints like weak private investment and high 
debt levels. 
 
Fiscal risks emerged as a central theme, with Dr. Ohnsorge advocaYng for 
robust fiscal frameworks and enhanced revenue collecYon to underpin 
sustainable growth. The address then shiZed focus to the potenYal of the 
green transiYon, as Dr. Ohnsorge emphasized its ability to sYmulate 
economic acYvity while promoYng environmental sustainability. She 
underscored the dual benefits of investments in energy efficiency and 
renewable sources, acknowledging, however, the challenges these pose, 
parYcularly in the labor market where worker adaptaYon will be crucial. 
 
Concluding with a call to acYon, Dr. Ohnsorge urged South Asian 
governments to implement decisive policies. Improved fiscal management, 
green technology investments, and support for transiYon-affected workers 
were idenYfied as key prioriYes. The subsequent Q&A session delved deeper 
into these challenges and opportuniYes, specifically for Pakistan, covering 
topics like growth potenYal, green financing, regional integraYon, 
government facilitaYon of growth, and job creaYon in the green transiYon. 
 
Dr. Ohnsorge further elaborated on key points from her speech, emphasizing 
the importance of business environment improvements, investments in 
educaYon and skills training, and establishing social safety nets for those 
displaced by economic shiZs. The Q&A session then explored Pakistan's 
specific growth obstacles, green growth and financing opportuniYes, regional 
collaboraYon, government intervenYon, and job creaYon within a green 
economy.  
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UlYmately, the discussions underscored the complex challenges and 
promising opportuniYes for sustainable and inclusive economic growth in 
South Asia. 
 
YouTube Link: h[ps://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tETWYWiRLg   

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-tETWYWiRLg
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Keynote 2: Governing the Southern Interregnum: Notes on a 
Troubled Conjuncture 
 
Alf Gunvald Nilsen  
Professor, University of Pretoria 
 
Summary 
 
The keynote speech delivered by Alf Gunvald Nilsen, a Professor at the 
University of Pretoria during the Challenging Linearity Conference, addressed 
the rise of authoritarian populism in the global South, with a specific focus on 
leaders such as Narendra Modi, Jair Bolsonaro, Rodrigo Duterte, Mahinda 
Rajapaksa, and Tayyip Erdogan. Throughout the speech, the speaker 
contended that authoritarian populism had become a significant poliYcal 
force in southern countries, characterized by a poliYcal vocabulary centered 
on defending an authenYc people against corrupt elites. 

The analysis delved into the poliYcal vocabulary of southern authoritarian 
populism, emphasizing its resonance among supporYng groups in the global 
South. The criYque extended to the predominant Euro-American focus in 
discussions on resurgent naYonalisms, populist poliYcs, and rights. The 
speaker advocated for a global conjunctural frame that considered historically 
specific nodes in globally interconnected historical geographies. 

AdopYng Stuart Hall's concept of conjunctural analysis, Alf aimed to 
understand strategic shiZs in the poliYcal and ideological conjuncture, 
seeking insurgent epistemic gain for effecYve opposiYonal and 
transformaYve collecYve acYon. Antonio Gramsci’s concepts, parYcularly 
authoritarian populism and interregnum were drawn upon to portray 
authoritarian populism as a hegemonic project aligning with neoliberal orders 
in Ymes of challenges. 

Case studies of authoritarian populist regimes in LaYn America (examining 
Bolsonaro in Brazil) and Southeast Asia (exploring Duterte in the Philippines) 
were presented to illustrate how these leaders mobilized support by 
addressing real societal problems within the context of neoliberalizaYon. The 
research argued that southern authoritarian populism deflected discontent 
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and harnessed structures of feeling, aligning real contradicYons with right-
wing hegemonic projects in the context of an interregnum. 

The analysis extended to India, parYcularly under the leadership of Narendra 
Modi and the BJP, introducing the term "neoliberal Hindu naYonalism." This 
concept emphasized the BJP's focus on creaYng spaces for corporate capital 
accumulaYon while projecYng India as a rising economic power. The 
discussion included India's economic growth, pervasive inequality, and the 
BJP's broad poliYcal support base, encompassing lower caste groups, Dalits, 
and the poor. 

The lecture highlighted the psychological wages offered by authoritarian 
populism, including promises of development and dignity, playing a crucial 
role in maintaining support for the BJP's hegemonic project. During the Q&A 
session, concerns about democracy coexisYng with authoritarian leaders, the 
exclusion of leZ-wing populism, and the temporary nature of populism were 
raised. 

Prof. Alf responded by clarifying the focus on understanding the emergence 
of authoritarianism in democraYc contexts, acknowledging the prehistory of 
authoritarian populist leaders, and emphasizing the role of movement 
infrastructure in building durable support. The temporary nature of populism 
was acknowledged, and the speaker suggested that leZ-wing populism might 
be insufficient, lacking the ability to decisively challenge neoliberalism. 

Overall, Prof. Alf’s analysis provided a comprehensive overview of global 
southern authoritarian populism, its poliYcal dynamics, and the analyYcal 
framework used by the researcher. The discussion underscored the need to 
understand the challenges posed by southern authoritarian populism and 
emphasized the importance of addressing these challenges for creaYng a new 
world order. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/i5bVKt-Y-7g?si=Zpl9ZKqpCBMFUPnu  

https://youtu.be/i5bVKt-Y-7g?si=Zpl9ZKqpCBMFUPnu
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Keynote 3: Macroeconomic Challenges and Way Forward 
 
Jameel Ahmad 
Governor, State Bank of Pakistan 
 
Summary 
 
This session centered on the keynote address delivered by Jameel Ahmad, 
the former governor of the State Bank of Pakistan, during the IBA Karachi's 
third annual InternaYonal Conference. Themed "Macroeconomic Challenges 
and Way Forward," the governor's speech delved into the economic hurdles 
Pakistan confronted and outlined strategic policies to navigate them. 

Governor Ahmad highlighted global economic challenges, underscoring the 
heightened uncertainty brought about by events such as the pandemic, 
geopoliYcal tensions, and climate change, posing substanYal obstacles for 
policymakers worldwide. Turning to Pakistan's economic performance, he 
acknowledged the naYon's recent struggles with high inflaYon, a weak 
external account, and a slowdown in economic growth. These challenges, he 
amributed to a combinaYon of global factors and domesYc policy issues. 

In response to these issues, the State Bank of Pakistan implemented a 
monetary policy response, notably raising interest rates. The governor 
acknowledged the associated negaYve impacts, such as a slowdown in 
economic growth, but argued for the necessity of these measures to control 
inflaYon. AddiYonally, the government took steps to address the fiscal deficit 
and improve the external account, with a focus on fiscal consolidaYon and 
structural reforms to foster a more sustainable economy. 

The governor briefly touched on the importance of the green transiYon, 
advocaYng for financial insYtuYons to incenYvize green investments. In 
conclusion, he expressed confidence in Pakistan's ability to overcome the 
then-current economic challenges and achieve sustainable growth, 
highlighYng the crucial role of sound macroeconomic policies, structural 
reforms, and regional cooperaYon. 

The subsequent Q&A session covered diverse topics, including the impact of 
high-interest rates on the financial sector, the State Bank of Pakistan's role in 
promoYng the green transiYon, and the government's borrowing 
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requirements. The Governor’s talk offered a valuable overview of Pakistan's 
then-current economic challenges and the proacYve policies being 
implemented to address them, serving as a valuable resource for those 
interested in gaining insights into the naYon's economic landscape. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/SG5XKVR9EmA?si=rRL0RsWpp9Z_8GMt  

  

https://youtu.be/SG5XKVR9EmA?si=rRL0RsWpp9Z_8GMt
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Karamat Ali DisKnguished Lecture: Colonialism and 
DecolonizaKon: The Neglected Dimensions of Our History and 
PoliKcs 
 
Syed Jaffar Ahmed 
Director, InsYtute of Historical and Social Research, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
During this lecture organized in honor of labor leader Karamat Ali, Dr. Syed 
Jaffar Ahmed begun discussing the significance of decolonizaYon as a 
concept, emphasizing its oZen-overlooked nature compared to the 
predominant focus on colonialism itself. He argued that decolonizaYon is a 
complex issue, crucial for understanding how colonial structures and 
pracYces persist in shaping socieYes even aZer gaining independence. 

Turning amenYon to the specific case of Pakistan, Dr. Ahmed contended that 
the country inherited numerous colonial structures and pracYces from BriYsh 
India, exerYng a profound influence on its development. He highlighted the 
military and bureaucracy as examples, asserYng that both are fundamentally 
colonial insYtuYons. 

In conclusion, Dr. Ahmed called for a more criYcal understanding of Pakistan's 
history and poliYcs, urging a shiZ beyond mere celebraYon of independence 
towards a focused commitment to the ongoing struggle for decolonizaYon.  

The key points made in the session emphasized that decolonizaYon is an 
intricate and conYnuous process, extending beyond the moment of 
independence, with colonial legacies persisYng in shaping post-
independence socieYes.  

Pakistan's historical inheritance of colonial structures, parYcularly in the 
military and bureaucracy, was underscored, reinforcing the need to move 
beyond celebratory narraYves and concentrate on the persistent struggle for 
decolonizaYon. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/fCIvBdUBoeY?si=QpnrwUVX5IEON4T1  

  

https://youtu.be/fCIvBdUBoeY?si=QpnrwUVX5IEON4T1
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Book Talk: Development Pathways: India, Pakistan, Bangladesh 
(1947-2022) 
 
Ishrat Hussain 
Professor (Emeritus), InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Shaguha Shabbar 
PhD Scholar, IBA, Karachi 
 
Masood Ahmed Siddiqui 
PhD Scholar, IBA, Karachi 
 
Sarah Nizamani 
Research Fellow, IBA, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
The book talk centered on the discussion of "Pathways to Development: 
India, Pakistan, Bangladesh (1947-2022)," authored by four economists, 
including Dr. Ishrat Hussain, Ms. Sara Nizamani, Dr. Muhammad Masood 
Ahmed Siddiqui, and Ms. ShaguZa Shabar.  
 
The speakers highlighted the disYncYve development trajectories of India, 
Pakistan, and Bangladesh since their independence, emphasizing the 
significance of stable policies, strong insYtuYons, and investments in 
educaYon and social protecYon for development.  
 
Specific points discussed included the role of stable policies in economic 
growth, the importance of social protecYon programs and women's 
empowerment, challenges faced by young researchers, and the necessity of 
bridging the gap between academic research and policymaking. 
 
During the Q&A session, the focus remained on the challenges and 
opportuniYes outlined in the book. Challenges idenYfied were data 
availability, policy inconsistencies, and insYtuYonal decay. OpportuniYes 
discussed included entrepreneurship, social protecYon programs, and the 
potenYal for mutual learning among the three countries.  
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The speakers advised future researchers to concentrate on policy analysis, 
engage in ground-level research, and conduct comparaYve studies to bemer 
understand the development dynamics in these regions. 
 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/hQAW-OCeBMg?si=usJ9OX_n-UuylCSN  

  

https://youtu.be/hQAW-OCeBMg?si=usJ9OX_n-UuylCSN
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Panel Discussions & 
Roundtables 
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Panel 1: Path to Sustainable Energy Futures in Developing 
Countries 
 
Jens Lowitzsch 
Professor Europa-Universität Viadrina, Frankfurt (Oder)  
 
Satyendra Nath Mishra 
Assistant Professor, School of Rural Management, Puri 
 
Afia Malik 
Sr. Research Economist. Pakistan InsYtute of Development Economics, 
Islamabad 
 
Mudassir Zuberi 
Head of Business Development, K-Electric, Karachi 

Junaid Alam Memon 
Professor, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
The panel discussion revolves around the intricate dynamics of transi1oning to 
renewable energy sources in developing countries, highligh1ng the challenges and 
opportuni1es inherent in this transforma1ve process. Framed within the context of 
energy systems, the discourse delves into three pivotal aspects: the physical system, 
the governance structure, and the transac1ons within the system. The panelists 
underscore the unique challenges faced by developing na1ons, including the 
deficiency in infrastructure, financial constraints, and poli1cal instability. 

The session ar1culates key challenges encountered during the transi1on, 
emphasizing the lack of essen1al infrastructure like transmission grids and storage 
facili1es. Financial constraints pose a significant hurdle, as the upfront costs of 
renewable energy projects olen exceed the financial capacity of developing 
countries. Poli1cal instability emerges as another impediment, complica1ng the 
implementa1on of long-term energy policies. Addi1onally, the entanglement in 
long-term contracts with fossil fuel power plants creates a capacity trap, hindering 
the shil away from conven1onal energy sources. Furthermore, a substan1al por1on 
of the popula1on in developing countries lacks access to electricity, contribu1ng to 
the unmet energy demand. 
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Conversely, the discussion sheds light on opportuni1es for developing countries. 
Embracing leapfrogging strategies enables these na1ons to bypass outdated 
technologies and adopt cuYng-edge renewable energy solu1ons. Decentralized 
renewable energy systems emerge as a more feasible and affordable op1on for 
implementa1on in developing contexts. The transi1on also presents prospects for 
job crea1on in manufacturing, installa1on, and maintenance, while simultaneously 
improving air quality and public health by reducing emissions. 

The panelists put forth a set of policy recommenda1ons tailored to the unique 
challenges faced by developing countries. They advocate for the development of 
comprehensive energy plans, decentraliza1on of decision-making, empowerment of 
local communi1es, investment in infrastructure, removal of subsidies for fossil fuels, 
improved access to finance for renewable energy projects, and promo1on of energy 
efficiency and conserva1on. 

In conclusion, the panelists stress that achieving sustainable energy futures in 
developing countries demands a collabora1ve effort from governments, businesses, 
and communi1es. By collec1vely addressing challenges and leveraging 
opportuni1es, these na1ons can navigate the complexi1es of transi1oning to 
renewable energy. Beyond the outlined points, the session delves into cri1cal 
aspects such as the role of renewable energy in mi1ga1ng climate change, the 
significance of educa1on and awareness in promo1ng sustainable energy use, and 
the impera1ve need for interna1onal coopera1on to support developing countries 
in their renewable energy transi1on. This comprehensive discussion serves as a 
valuable resource for those keen on understanding the intricacies of sustainable 
energy in developing countries. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/-WJfq9BkxOw?si=46h1voGreCK55b3D 

  

https://youtu.be/-WJfq9BkxOw?si=46h1voGreCK55b3D
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Panel 2: Transforming the private sector in Pakistan 
 
Franziska Ohnsorge 
Chief Economist, South Asia Region, World Bank 
 
Sadaffe Abid 
Founder & CEO CIRCLE 
 
Aadil Nakhoda 
InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Sameer Amir 
Director Research, Pakistan Business Council  
 
Saima Husain 
InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
Panel 2, held at the G&T Auditorium, focused on transforming the private sector in 
Pakistan with Saima Husain as the moderator and dis1nguished panelists 
represen1ng various sectors. The discussion delved into the crucial role of 
sustainability in naviga1ng climate change impacts and economic challenges.  

Key points included the necessity for businesses in Pakistan to adapt and enhance 
resilience to climate-related challenges through technological and procedural 
advancements. Transi1oning to renewable energy sources, improving resource 
efficiency, engaging in Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) ac1vi1es, embracing 
green innova1on, and mee1ng interna1onal sustainability standards were 
highlighted as strategic measures.  

Government ini1a1ves and risk mi1ga1on strategies, considering environmental, 
social, and governance (ESG) factors, were emphasized to encourage sustainable 
prac1ces in the private sector. The discussion also extended to broader economic 
challenges, trade policies, and agricultural prac1ces in Pakistan, addressing issues 
such as climate shocks, agricultural sector challenges, regulatory alignment, and the 
need for economic reforms.  

Audience inquiries focused on private sector development, the role of chambers of 
commerce, trade diplomacy, and concrete plans for economic growth. In conclusion, 
the panel underscored sustainability as a strategic impera1ve for businesses in 
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Pakistan, offering a comprehensive strategy that integrates environmental 
responsibility, innova1on, and global market access for long-term resilience and 
growth amid global uncertain1es. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/JsnjmXgcQFQ?si=6m3Vi1IQAgBispmK  

  

https://youtu.be/JsnjmXgcQFQ?si=6m3Vi1IQAgBispmK


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

34 

Panel 3: ElecKons, Democracy and Development 
 
Ammar Ali Jan 
General Secretary, Haqooq-e-Khalq Party  
 
Shazia Marri 
PoliYcian, Pakistan People’s Party 
 
S Akbar Zaidi 
ExecuYve Director, IBA Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
The panel discussion represented two very different perspec1ves on Pakistani 
poli1cs. Dr. Ammar Ali Jan represented a more lel inclined viewpoint through his 
poli1cal affilia1on with the Haqooq-e-Khalq Party, while Miss Shazia Mari 
represented a more mainstream and center-lel viewpoint through her poli1cal 
affilia1on with the Pakistan People’s Party. 

Star1ng with a teaser on why ‘elec1ons’, democracy, and development should not 
be used interchangeably, various facets of Pakistani poli1cs, including the challenges 
of democracy, the role of poli1cal par1es, and personal experiences of the 
par1cipants related to figh1ng injus1ce, were discussed. The discussion also 
featured responses to audience inquiries. 

Expressing solidarity with the people of Pales1ne, Dr. Jan reflected on his poli1cal 
inclina1on, experiences in academia, and reasons for entering poli1cs. He cri1cized 
the exis1ng poli1cal system in Pakistan as authoritarian and militaris1c. He 
disapproved public opinion manipula1on, state control, and populism, and 
advocated for accountability. He encouraged youth to be more poli1cally engaged 
and challenge the status quo, emphasizing the importance of counter-power 
movements in achieving social change. 

Miss Mari defended the Pakistan Peoples Party's record on democracy and 
development and argued that while Pakistan may not have a perfect democracy, it 
is important to con1nue figh1ng for it. She reiterated that this belief is at the core of 
PPP’s struggle to establish strong democra1c ins1tu1ons in Pakistan. She highlighted 
the role of elec1ons in a democra1c system and expressed her belief that the will to 
serve the people is more important than educa1onal qualifica1ons in poli1cs. 
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Historical and poli1cal topics such as Maoism, global poli1cal shils, and the slow 
pace of social change were discussed when analyzing the state of elec1ons, 
democracy, and development in Pakistan. Addi1onally, specific ques1ons about the 
ban on Ahmadis, perceived sympathies of individuals, and provincial poli1cs 
enriched the discussion and reflected a variety of viewpoints. 

Summing up, the significance of democracy in Pakistan, addressing challenges faced 
during elec1ons, and the interconnec1on between poli1cal stability, security, and 
development were emphasized. Though the discussions offered no easy answer to 
the ques1on of how to improve democracy and development in Pakistan, the 
conversa1on was important for raising awareness of these issues and promo1ng 
cri1cal thinking about the future of the country.BA 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/zCfnkg9oifA?si=AEDp8olPK-O37nQl  

  

https://youtu.be/zCfnkg9oifA?si=AEDp8olPK-O37nQl
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Panel 4: CulKvaKng Inclusivity: Women in Economics 
 
Ratna Sahay 
Professor, NaYonal Council of Applied Economic Research, New Delhi 
 
Hadia Majid 
Associate Professor, Lahore University of Management Sciences, Lahore 
 
Aliya H Khan 
Professor, Quaid-i-Azam University, Islamabad  
 
Sundus Saleemi  
Senior Researcher (Development Research), University of Bonn 
 
Asma Hyder 
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
The dis1nguished panel engaged on cri1cal issue of gender inequality in economics, 
specifically addressing the underrepresenta1on of women in policymaking roles. The 
discussion highlighted factors contribu1ng to this problem, including cultural and 
social barriers, the absence of female role models, and the inherently gendered 
nature of the field. Emphasizing the persistent male dominance in economics, the 
panelists a[ributed this imbalance to historical exclusion, the dearth of female 
leaders, and gender-biased economic models. 

The poten1al benefits of increased female par1cipa1on in economics were explored, 
with an emphasis on diverse perspec1ves contribu1ng to more inclusive and 
effec1ve policies. Notably, the discussion emphasized women's tendency to consider 
the household impact of economic policies, olen overlooked by male policymakers.  

This panel provided valuable insights into the causes and poten1al solu1ons to 
gender inequality in economics. Addressed were the low representa1on of women, 
especially in leadership roles, and suggested solu1ons encompassed mentoring 
programs, targeted scholarships, and adjustments to the teaching methodologies in 
economics.  

The session was a per1nent resource for those concerned about gender equality and 
the future of economics. Specific points discussed included the persistently low 
numbers of women in leadership posi1ons, barriers stemming from culture and 
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society, the lack of female role models, and the gendered nature of the field. 
Addi1onally, the session explored the posi1ve outcomes of increased female 
par1cipa1on, proposing solu1ons such as mentoring programs, targeted 
scholarships, and reforms in economics educa1on methodologies. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/PmcOTv37GCo?si=7RBfwfpJZvjKY8oP  

  

https://youtu.be/PmcOTv37GCo?si=7RBfwfpJZvjKY8oP
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Panel 5: Urban Mental Health (UMH): PresumpKons, 
CausaliKes, and AspiraKons 
 
Reinout Wiers 
Co-Director, University of Amsterdam, Amsterdam 
 
Shameel Khan 
Director, Synapse Karachi 
 
Saima Saif 
Assistant Professor, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon – Karachi 
 
Rabia Jaffar 
Behavioral Coach, Aga Khan University Hospital 
 
Tanzil Shafique 
Assistant Professor, School of Architecture, University of Sheffield 
 
Adam Abdullah 
Assistant Professor, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
Panel 5 was a comprehensive discussion on urban mental health, primarily 
focusing on Karachi, Pakistan. The panel featured a diverse group of speakers, 
including mental health professionals, urban designers, and academics. The 
discussion covered a broad spectrum of topics, with some of the following 
key points highlighted.  

The challenges of living in a rapidly urbanizing city, such as Karachi, were 
explored in the context of mental health. The panelists delved into the impact 
of factors like the lack of green spaces, the prevalence of violence, and the 
social isolaYon associated with crowded urban environments. These 
challenges were idenYfied as contributors to mental health problems, 
including anxiety, depression, and addicYon. 

Emphasizing the significance of considering the social and cultural context 
when designing mental health intervenYons, the speakers argued that 
intervenYons not tailored to the community's specific needs are unlikely to 
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succeed. They stressed the importance of collaboraYve efforts with 
communiYes to develop culturally appropriate and relevant intervenYons. 

Complexity science was introduced as a framework for understanding and 
addressing mental health issues in ciYes. The speakers advocated for the 
applicaYon of complexity science to comprehend the intricate interacYons 
within urban systems contribuYng to mental health problems. 

The discussion underscored the need for increased research on urban mental 
health in the global South. The speakers highlighted the exisYng research gap 
and emphasized the necessity for more studies to inform effecYve 
intervenYons. Challenges associated with conducYng research in the global 
South, such as limited funding and resources, were also discussed. 

The panelists provided specific examples of how urban design impacts mental 
health, including the detrimental effects of insufficient green spaces and the 
pervasiveness of violence. PotenYal soluYons were proposed, such as 
creaYng more community spaces and improving public transportaYon to 
posiYvely influence mental health. 

In conclusion, the session offered a valuable overview of the intricate issue of 
urban mental health, parYcularly relevant to residents of ciYes in the global 
South. The challenges posed by rapid urbanizaYon, compounded by factors 
like poverty and inequality, were thoroughly addressed. The session not only 
idenYfied problems but also suggested potenYal soluYons, making it a 
valuable resource for those interested in understanding and addressing urban 
mental health issues. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/_70D2qUqQoQ?si=moHb6w-X3gCIKiHi 

  

https://youtu.be/_70D2qUqQoQ?si=moHb6w-X3gCIKiHi


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

40 

Panel 6: Insights from Complex Economic Datasets 
 
Adnan Haider 
Professor, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Sajjad Haider 
Professor, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
FaEma Sadik 
Lecturer, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Wali Ullah 
Professor, InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 
The panel discussion centered on the convergence of big data, machine 
learning, and econometrics in empirical economics. The overarching theme 
highlighted the challenges and opportuniYes presented by these 
technologies. The era of big data, characterized by an abundance of diverse 
data types, was emphasized in the context of economics, with a focus on 
social interacYons, transacYons, and sensor data. 

Machine learning was portrayed as a powerful tool capable of analyzing 
complex datasets, but challenges were acknowledged. Notably, concerns 
were raised about the opacity of machine learning models, posing 
interpretaYonal challenges for economists. The unique difficulty of applying 
machine learning to predict unprecedented events, exemplified by the 
COVID-19 pandemic, was discussed as a noteworthy challenge. 

The EvoluYon of AI and Machine Learning traced the shiZ from earlier expert 
system-based AI applicaYons to contemporary approaches relying on big data 
and advanced machine learning algorithms. Time Series PredicYon 
scruYnized the reliability of boosYng and bagging techniques for predicYng 
Yme series data in economics and finance, evaluaYng the suitability of various 
large language models. 

A crucial disYncYon between Machine Learning and Econometrics was made, 
highlighYng their respecYve focuses on predicYon and understanding 
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relaYonships. The panel recognized the historical dominance of tradiYonal 
econometrics but noted a growing preference for machine learning models 
in the era of big data. 

The transformaYve impact of data analyYcs and machine learning such as 
Social Network Analysis on empirical economics was emphasized, with 
discussions on the evoluYon of machine learning algorithms, the potenYal 
replacement of econometrics, and the trade-off between theory-driven 
econometric models and data-driven machine learning models. 

The panelists delved deeper into specific topics, emphasizing the importance 
of a hybrid approach that combines econometrics and machine learning. 
Challenges and potenYal biases in relying solely on social media data for 
policy-making were highlighted. The modeling of social networks in 
economics and finance, essenYal skills for the next generaYon of economists, 
and the fundamentals of machine learning and its impact on the job market 
were discussed in subsequent audio files. 

The Q&A Session addressed topics such as machine learning predicYons, 
assumpYons, the impact of AI on economic theory, and the significance of 
data availability. Ethics in AI and its use in non-mission-criYcal applicaYons 
were explored in the panel. 

Overall, the session provided a comprehensive exploraYon of the integraYon 
of big data, machine learning, and econometrics in empirical economics. The 
emphasis on a balanced approach, incorporaYng both tradiYonal 
econometrics and modern machine learning techniques, was underscored. 
The insights shared contribute valuable perspecYves for understanding and 
navigaYng the evolving landscape of economics in the digital age. 

YouTube Link: hmps://youtu.be/bFdQP-CBu1Q?si=YgkZF1KmCFI0u-BF  

  

https://youtu.be/bFdQP-CBu1Q?si=YgkZF1KmCFI0u-BF
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Roundtable: Empowering Young Lives through EducaKon and 
Health (IBA – UNICEF) 
 
Muhammad Ashar Malik 
Aga Khan University, Karachi 
 
Sundus Saleemi 
Senior Researcher (Development Research), University of Bonn 
 
Fateh Marri 
Vice Chancellor · Sindh Agriculture University Tandojam 
 
FaEma Hafeez 
Idara e Taleem o Agaahi 
 
Asma Hyder 
InsYtute of Business AdministraYon, Karachi 
 
Summary 
 

The panel discussion commenced with a broad contextual overview of the intricate 
societal landscape of Pakistan, iden1fying mul1faceted challenges hindering its 
developmental progress and their repercussions for children in the country. A central 
theme emerged: the concept of 'health as a social contract,' emphasizing the 
necessity of engaging with local communi1es beyond mere material support to 
achieve sustainable solu1ons for individuals with diverse needs, including the elderly 
and children across various phases of their physical and mental development. 

The discourse expanded to encompass the holis1c well-being of children, 
emphasizing the cri1cal importance of addressing both physical and mental health 
aspects. Par1cularly in conflict-ridden areas, the discussion underscored the 
detrimental effects of constant stress and conflict on children's mental health, 
exacerbated by the exis1ng lack of mental health support services. 

Popula1on dynamics emerged as a significant factor exacerba1ng child health issues, 
with rising fer1lity rates among poorer communi1es amplifying challenges. The 
historical absence of family planning ini1a1ves compounded these issues, 
necessita1ng renewed emphasis on family planning as a crucial strategy for 
managing popula1on growth and improving child health outcomes. 
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Furthermore, the discussion shed light on the financial intricacies of healthcare 
spending, highligh1ng discrepancies between documented and actual expenditure. 
Addressing supply-side issues garnered a[en1on, but demand-side factors, such as 
maternal nutri1on and accessibility to vaccina1ons, remained overlooked 
challenges. 

The proposed policies outlined a comprehensive approach to tackling these 
challenges, emphasizing investment in educa1on infrastructure, na1onal nutri1on 
programs, child protec1on laws, universal health coverage, and climate ac1on plans. 
Each recommenda1on was tailored to be ac1onable and measurable, requiring 
coordinated efforts across sectors to ensure accountability and effec1veness in 
addressing Pakistan's societal challenges. 

In conclusion, the panel underscored the impera1ve of collabora1ve efforts involving 
government, civil society, and interna1onal partners to implement these 
recommenda1ons effec1vely. By priori1zing child health and development through 
targeted interven1ons and strategic policy frameworks, Pakistan can pave the way 
towards a healthier and more prosperous future for its populace. 
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Theme 1: Competitiveness, 
Productivity and Growth 
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1.1. Expansionary Fiscal ContracKon Hypothesis: An Evidence 
from Pakistan 
 
Aisha Irum, PhD Scholar 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
Researcher, NIPS 
Email: aishairum_16@pide.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
The fiscal sector in Pakistan has been facing mulY-layered challenges over 
several years. One of the reasons is the stubborn and unproducYve nature of 
its public expenditure, and the other one is the lower tax revenues. This issue 
of hovering fiscal deficit is mostly dealt with the tools of fiscal 
contracYon/austerity which can have a potenYal impact on the private sector 
of the economy. Thus, the quesYon which has been addressed in this study 
is whether the Expansionary Fiscal ContracYon (EFC) hypothesis holds in case 
of Pakistan. Fiscal contracYon episodes have been idenYfied using growth in 
the growth rates of funcYonal heads of public expenditure. A non-linear and 
non-parametric regression technique, MulYvariate AdapYve Regression 
Splines (MARS) has been adopted for the analysis. The overall findings of the 
study contradict the EFC hypothesis. Furthermore, the study suggests that 
spending on educaYon, health, and social protecYon are the major areas that 
influence private sector acYvity during the period of austerity. As far as the 
public policy perspecYve is concerned, the results suggest that in order to 
dampen the effects of austerity, the growth of spending in the social sectors 
must not be decreased. 
 
Keywords: Fiscal contracYons, Austerity, Private Investment, Private Credit, 
Private ConsumpYon, Public Expenditure, MulYvariate AdapYve Regression 
Splines 
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1.2. An evaluaKon of comparaKve advantage of domesKcally 
produced edible oil crops: challenges & opportuniKes 

 
Farah Naz, PhD Scholar 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
 
Abedullah, Chief of Research 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
 
Email: farahnaz.19@pide.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
Pakistan is spending US$7.57 billion to import food items and contribuYon of 
edible oils is US$3.06 billion which is equal to 40% of the food import. The 
present report aims to evaluate the economic viability of import subsYtuYon 
of edible oil in Pakistan, by focusing on canola and sunflower oil as 
alternaYves to wheat producYon. The study compares the economics of 
compeYng crops and assesses the potenYal for reducing oil imports by 
reallocaYng land from wheat to canola or sunflower culYvaYon. It further 
evaluates the import subsYtuYon by comparing the price of 1kg of imported 
oil with domesYcally produced edible oil. AddiYonally, the research idenYfies 
the challenges and inefficiencies at different nodes of value chain of edible 
oils. The comparison of canola with wheat reveals that imporYng canola by 
exporYng wheat is economically viable during the year 2021-22 but the 
situaYon reversed in 2022-23 when growing canola domesYcally become 
more feasible because the prices of canola oil increased more sharply than 
wheat. However, comparison of wheat with sunflower demonstrate that it is 
economically more beneficial for the country to grow sunflower domesYcally 
during both year 2021-22 and 2022-23 because sunflower producYon is 
found to have comparaYve advantage over wheat. 
 
While exploring the import subsYtuYon of canola and sunflower with the 
domesYc producYon, our results reveal that import subsYtuYon of both 
canola and sunflower is not economically viable during 2021-22 and 2022-23 
because prices of imported canola and sunflower oil are significantly less than 
the prices of domesYcally produced these oils. However, the comparison of 
prices of canola and sunflower oil with palm oil widened the difference 
because prices of palm oil are less than the prices of canola and sunflower 
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oils in the internaYonal market. Firstly, through imposiYon of high import 
taxes on palm oil, canola and sunflower seeds and secondly by taking 
iniYaYves to enhance domesYc yield of edible oil crops may help to boost 
import subsYtuYon. The feedback gathered from farmers and the oil industry 
through focused group discussions highlights the mulYple constraints like 
least availability of high-quality seed and use of less efficient tradiYonal 
technology in crushing and extracYon of oil etc. Alongside, efforts have also 
been iniYated by the Government to culYvate palm oil domesYcally which 
may help to reduce edible oil imports in future. 
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1.3. The metamorphosis of the interrelaKonship between 
compeKKveness, producKvity, and growth within economic 
realm 

 

Rashid Ali Baloch, Associate Professor 
Indus University 
 
Email: rashidsharr@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This study invesYgates that the relaYonship between compeYYveness, 
producYvity and growth is not stable or predictable, it acknowledges that the 
associaYons and influence among these factors such as technological, 
industrial advancement, and policy changes. By studying the changing 
linearity, researchers aim to comprehend the metamorphosis of the 
interrelaYons among compeYYveness, producYvity, and growth within 
economic realm. This study examines the role of technological 
advancements, innovaYon, human capital development, and insYtuYonal 
reforms in shaping the country's growth trajectory. 
 
The research employs a combinaYon of quanYtaYve analysis and 
econometric modeling to provide a deep understanding of the complexiYes 
involved. By drawing upon a mulYdisciplinary approach, this study bridges the 
gap between academic research, policy formulaYon, and pracYcal 
implicaYons, making it relevant for policymakers, and stakeholders involved 
in economic development, offering insights for harnessing compeYYveness, 
driving producYvity, achieving sustainable growth and by embracing 
innovaYon, invesYng in human capital, and implemenYng sound policy 
measures, we can navigate the changing linearity of economic dynamics and 
posiYon as a compeYYve player. 
 
Keywords: compeYYveness; producYvity; growth; insYtuYonal reforms; 
policymakers 
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1.4. Impact of Oil Price and Its VolaKlity on CPI of Pakistan: A 
Bivariate EGARCH Model 

 

Abida Naurin, Research Fellow 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
 
Email: abida@pide.org.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
Oil is becoming as an important determinant which affects the 
macroeconomic acYviYes in unusual pamerns among various parts of the 
world parYcularly since the first oil crisis in 1973. Petroleum products are 
recognized to be the essenYal source of energy and power throughout the 
world and gaining massive importance as a tool for survival and security of 
developed naYons. The current research study targets to explore the impact 
of oil price and its volaYlity on CPI in case of Pakistan from the period 
1980:M1 to 2018:M12. In this study we used the financial Yme series 
econometrics techniques; first applied the Box-Cox transformaYon on the 
data which suggested log transformaYon is required for all series. As data 
used will be monthly, Beaulieu and Miron (1992) seasonal unit root test is 
applied to test staYonarity of the data. All variables hold unit root at zero 
frequency and become staYonary at first difference. Further to confirm if co-
integraYon relaYonship exists between the variables, we have esYmated 
Engle and Granger (1987) two-step method. Finally Bivariate EGARCH model 
is applied to scruYnize the impact of oil price volaYlity on CPI. This model is 
esYmated by using Maximum Likelihood Method proposed by Bollerslev and 
Wooldridge (1992). The results of Bivariate EGARCH model concluded that 
posiYve relaYonship between oil prices and CPI. We have also found the 
asymmetrical impact of news on the change in consumer price index. In case 
of Pakistan, it is posiYve and significant staYsYcally, which suggests that 
posiYve news tends to intensify the CPI volaYlity more than the negaYve 
news.  
 
Keywords: Oil prices, VolaYlity of oil prices, CPI, Box Cox TransformaYon, Co-
integraYon, EGARCH Model, Pakistan. 
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1.5. RelaKonship between Human Capital and Urban Growth 
 
Lucky Bizenjo, ExecuEve Dean office 
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon (IBA), Karachi 
 
Email: lbizenjo@iba.edu.pk 
 
Abstract  
 
This study has provided new insights into the relaYonship between 
urbanizaYon and human capital, made its implicaYons at the global income 
group level and naYonal level. In first study, panel data of 87 countries used 
from 1991 to 2019. The results showed that educaYon is found to be 
negaYvely and insignificantly associated with urbanizaYon at the global level, 
but it is found to be posiYve (though insignificant) in low-income countries, 
and posiYve and significant in low-income countries and middle-income 
countries, and high-income countries. Our research suggests that as the 
income of a country increases, the contribuYon of educaYon to the process 
of urbanizaYon increases. Health is found to have a posiYve contribuYon to 
urbanizaYon at all levels and its magnitude is quite high-income.  
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1.6. Tourism for All: Assessing the Impact of Accessible 
Tourism on the Sustainability of Local CommuniKes 

 
Hadiqa Riaz, Lecturer 
Bahria University 
 
Hassaan Ahmed, Assistant Professor 
Salim Habib University 
 
Email: hadiqariaz.bukc@bahria.edu.pk 
 
Abstract  
 
Accessible tourism, a burgeoning field in the tourism industry, holds the key 
to unlocking a world of possibiliYes for both travelers and desYnaYons. In 
Pakistan, widely recognized as a promising tourist desYnaYon, the 
significance of accessible tourism has come to the forefront. To enhance 
inclusivity and appeal to a diverse range of tourists, including those with 
specific access needs, this study aims to invesYgate how accessible tourism 
influences the sustainable development of local communiYes in the northern 
areas of Pakistan. The local communiYes in northern Pakistan heavily rely on 
tourism to fulfill their socio-economic needs. Hence, it is imperaYve to 
evaluate the potenYal transformaYve impact of accessible tourism on their 
sustainable development. This research builds upon the conceptual 
framework proposed by Domínguez Vila et al. (2015) and employs a self-
administered survey conducted among 321 tourists and 321 local residents 
from five tourist desYnaYons in northern Pakistan. The collected data 
underwent analysis using Structural EquaYon Modeling (SEM) to examine the 
proposed hypotheses. The results underscore the significance of all four 
dimensions of accessible tourism, which encompass accessible core 
resources and amractors, accessible supporYng factors and resources, 
accessible qualifying and amplifying determinants, and desYnaYon planning 
and management, in fostering sustainable development within local 
communiYes. Notably, the findings highlight the posiYve moderaYng role of 
desYnaYon image, indicaYng that a favorable image of the desYnaYon 
enhances the impact of accessible tourism on sustainable community 
development. These insights offer valuable insights for desYnaYon planners 
and policymakers within the tourism industry. Specifically, they underscore 
the potenYal benefits of implemenYng accessible tourism pracYces as a 
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means to significantly contribute to the sustainable development of tourist 
desYnaYons. 
 
Keywords: Sustainable Community Development, Accessible Tourism 
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1.7. State of Trade in Pakistan 
 
Muhammad Zeshan, Head of Research Group on Trade, Industry & ProducEvity 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
 
Email: zeshan@pide.org.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
We believe that high tariff rates have increased the overall cost of producYon 
in Pakistan, and the domesYc prices of many products have become much 
higher than the internaYonal market prices. Reducing import tariffs will 
reduce not only the domesYc prices but will also increase the export 
compeYYveness of the country because many imported products are 
complementary intermediate inputs in various exporYng industries. Further, 
it will allow the country to take advantage of the augmented technology in 
the new imported products, which will be helpful to add new products to its 
export por�olio. Hence, we eliminate the import tariffs of the 10 major 
import items of Pakistan such as cooking oil from Indonesia; texYles, 
chemicals, basic metals, machinery and electrical equipment from China; 
mining, coke and petroleum from the United Arab Emirates; and mining and 
chemicals from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia. Our CGE simulaYon results show 
that eliminaYng the import tariff reduces domesYc producYon in most of 
these sectors. Among them, however, the mining, texYle, and chemical 
industries sYll grow moderately. On the other hand, domesYc producYon of 
all other sectors increases moderately indicaYng that access to more 
economic intermediate inputs allows these industries to contribute to 
economic growth, and the overall GDP increases by around 0.5% in the 
country. 
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1.8. Demand Analysis of Energy Mix in District Kotli Azad 
Jammu and Kashmir, Pakistan  

 
Syed Kafait Hussain Naqvi, Lecturer 
University of Kotli, Azad Kashmir 
 
Email: kafait.phd236@iiu.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
This study is an effort to empirically analyze the household’s demand for 
energy mix (electricity, liquefied petroleum gas (LPG), kerosene, and 
firewood) in the District Kotli, AJK. The study esYmates the demand 
elasYciYes (price and expenditure) by employing the Linear Approximate 
Almost Ideal Demand System (LA-AIDS) to 384 households sampled across 
District Kotli, AJK in 2017. The empirical esYmaYons are carried out by using 
the Seemingly Unrelated Regression (SUR), keeping intact the adding-up, 
homogeneity and symmetry restricYons. The empirical esYmates show that 
demand for all selected components of energy is price inelasYc. The cross-
price elasYciYes substanYate that all of the four energy sources are 
subsYtutes to each other. Further, the own-price elasYcity is inelasYc for 
these energy components which shows that households in District Kotli, AJK 
are insensiYve to changes in the price of these components. The study shows 
that esYmated income elasYciYes of kerosene, and firewood are less than 
(∈!< 1) illustraYng that these energy sources are necessiYes for the 
households whereas, income elasYciYes of LPG and electricity are greater 
than one (∈!> 1) demonstrates that these sources are luxury for households 
in this region. The projected domesYc demand for the energy mix shows that 
the domesYc energy demand for electricity, kerosene, LPG, and firewood will 
further increase in the next 23 years from 2017 to 2040.Based on the findings, 
it is understandable that the energy demand linearly increases with the 
increase in populaYon growth rates. The differences in the elasYciYes of each 
component of energy have significant policy implicaYons for income and 
revenue generaYon in the district Kotli, AJK, and the whole country. 
  

mailto:kafait.phd236@iiu.edu.pk


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

55 

1.9. Technological AdopKon and Changing World of Work: 
Case Study of Services Sector Workforce in Pakistan 

 
Umer Khalid, Director Research 
Policy Research InnovaEon Development and EducaEon (PRIDE) 
 
Email: umerkhalid@hotmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This study seeks to invesYgate the impact of technological adopYon and the 
changing world of work on employment dynamics, job quality and wage 
structure in the context of a developing economy – Pakistan. The services 
sector has been emerging as the main engine of economic growth in recent 
years and is providing employment opportuniYes to the largest share of the 
country’s growing labour force.  The services sector has also witnessed the 
adopYon of new technological pla�orms in recent years, which has altered 
the employment pamerns and helped improve producYvity in different sub-
sectors. Presently, within the services sector, a large share of the labour force 
conYnues to be illiterate, and involved in low paid and low producYvity jobs, 
which is likely to have serious implicaYons for workers’ welfare due to rapidly 
changing technological environment. The study makes use of naYonally 
representaYve household survey data from the Pakistan Social and Living 
Standards Measurement (PSLM) Survey 2018-19, which for the first Yme 
includes an ICT indicators module that collects informaYon on households’ 
usage of and access to ICT infrastructure such as computers, mobile phones/ 
devices and internet. In addiYon, the study also carries out an econometric 
analysis of the relevant individual/ household socio-economic and 
demographic characterisYcs that are associated with the usage and adopYon 
of ICT tools and devices, which has the potenYal of increasing the producYvity 
of the employed labour force in this sector. The findings of the study offer 
useful policy advice to policy makers, for improving the producYvity of the 
country’s workforce and can serve as useful input in the development of 
different policies and strategies, especially the labour and sectoral growth 
policies of Pakistan. 
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1.10. Digital Literacy and Inclusive Growth: Examining Digital 
Empowerment of Female Students in Lahore 

 
Hafsah Batool,  
Lahore college for women university 
 
Samia Nasreen,  
Lahore college for women university 
 
Amfa Arif,  MS Student 
Lahore college for women university 
 
Email: batooleconomist@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
Digital Literacy and Inclusive Growth: Examining Digital Empowerment of 
Female Students in Lahore This research study aims to invesYgate the role of 
socio-economic factors in the digital adopYon of female university students 
in Lahore, considering the global impact of digitalizaYon on the economy and 
employment generaYon. The primary objecYve is to explore the digital 
empowerment status of female students in Lahore and its implicaYons for 
promoYng inclusive growth and bridging the digital divide. The study will 
uYlize a modified scale for the dependent variable, focusing on the 
dimensions of digital awareness, legal understanding, and economic aspects 
of digital empowerment. Digital technology has permeated various aspects 
of individuals' lives, communiYes, and socieYes, fundamentally transforming 
the way people communicate, learn, and work, parYcularly for the younger 
generaYon who grew up in the digital age. Gadgets like computers, mobile 
technology, and social media play a pivotal role in shaping their growth and 
development. To invesYgate digital empowerment, a quanYtaYve research 
methodology employing simple random techniques and quesYonnaires will 
be constructed to gather data from 390 female students in both public and 
private universiYes in Lahore, Pakistan. The research will explore the impact 
of socio-economic factors such as income, educaYon, place of residence, and 
cultural background on digital empowerment. Digital literacy skills, digital 
training, and internet skills will be considered as independent variables to 
understand their significance in promoYng digital empowerment among 
female students. AddiYonally, the study will examine female students' access 
to the internet and their internet usage behavior. The findings of this research 
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will contribute to addressing the digital divide, which hampers equal 
parYcipaYon within society. This research endeavors to pave the way for 
policy formulaYon aimed at empowering young female students with 
essenYal digital literacy skills that align with internaYonal standards. 
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1.11. The relaKonship between labor market insKtuKons and 
innovaKon in 174 European regions over the period 2000–
2015.  

 
Gaetano Perone,  
University of Pisa, Italy 
 
Email: gaetano.perone@ec.unipi.it 
 
Abstract 
 
The main goal of this paper was to invesYgate the relaYonship between a set 
of labor market insYtuYons (LMIs) and innovaYon (proxied by patent density) 
in 174 NUT-1 and NUT-2 European regions, over the period 2000-2015. Fixed 
effects with Driscoll and Kraay's (1998) standard errors (FE-DK), ordinary least 
squares (OLS), the generalized method of moments esYmaYon of the fixed 
effects (FE-GMM), and a mulYlevel model (MLM) were employed. I 
considered the following LMIs: employment protecYon legislaYon (EPL), 
union density, wage bargaining coverage, wage bargaining centralizaYon and 
coordinaYon, and minimum wage. Patents were found to be negaYvely 
correlated with stricter EPL and higher trade union density. Wage bargaining 
coverage and centralizaYon, on the other hand, were found to be posiYvely 
correlated with patent density, implying that a uniform wage that is higher 
than the compeYYve wage can enable the Schumpeterian creaYve 
destrucYon process, forcing firms to invest in innovaYon to regain 
compeYYveness and remain in the market. InteracYons among LMIs were 
also significant, highlighYng the complementary nature of labor market 
reforms. Increased bargaining power and coordinaYon, in parYcular, may 
outweigh the negaYve consequences of isolated EPL reforms. As a result of 
the findings, policies that strengthen wage-se�ng insYtuYons are required 
in Europe to boost regional innovaYon.  
 
Keywords: patents; EPL; wage-se�ng insYtuYons; GMM; mulYlevel model; 
Europe. 
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1.12. Resource Scarcity and Sustainability: Exploring the Water, 
Energy and Food Nexus 

 
Madiha Hussaini, Lecturer 
SZABIST University, Karachi 
 
Riffat Mughal, Assistant Professor 
SZABIST University, Karachi 
 
Email: madihahussaini@szabist.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
There has been a very intricate and interrelated linkage between the three 
major resources that humans depend on; namely food, water and energy. 
These three resources are closely interconnected in terms of their usage and 
reliance on one another. These resources are majorly taken by our 
environment and surroundings, and their usage has increased with the ever-
increasing populaYon and urbanizaYon worldwide, which has sadly resulted 
in their exploitaYon and degradaYon. Consequently, it also brings about 
climate change, which is one of the world’s pressing problems today. Hence, 
it is criYcal to understand and explore the food-water-energy nexus with the 
lens of sustainable development goals to ensure these essenYal resources’ 
availability to the masses without further environmental damage. For 
developing economies, hasty industrializaYon, rural–urban migraYon, 
dwindling poliYcal and economic condiYons, uncertain environmental 
consequences, transboundary water struggles, and unstable policy-making 
has intensified the challenges, and hence the need, to explore the water 
energy food nexus. This paper focuses on understanding the significance, 
linkage, issues and prospects of food, water and energy nexus in the context 
of Pakistan. It aims to facilitate in exploring measures and developing policies 
that can be adopted to ensure these essenYal resources’ management, usage 
and availability while meeYng the sustainable development goals. The 
Pakistan’s data used for GLS was from 1991 to 2020. The results showed that 
the availability of freshwater withdrawals in Pakistan for agriculture 
irrigaYon, populaYon, and agricultural land has a posiYve and significant 
impact on the Food ProducYon Index. Renewable energy and inflaYon do not 
have a significant impact. Pakistan’s government should ensure water and 
land availability for agriculture so that food producYon can be increased and 
make the country self-sufficient in food producYon. Also, encourage exports 
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of food items, cash inflows from it would strengthen Pakistan’s rupee and 
contribute towards sustainable growth. 
 
Keywords: Food water and energy, resource scarcity, and sustainable growth 
in Pakistan. 
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2.1. Understanding the Non-TradiKonal Security Dimensions:  
Cyber Threat Landscape in Pakistan 

 
Minhas Majeed Khan, Research Scholar 
University Of Peshawar 
 
Email: minhasmaj@uop.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
Pakistan is confronted with various non-tradiYonal security threats in the 
cyber domain, which have implicaYons for its naYonal security interests. This 
research aims to understand the cyber threat landscape in Pakistan by 
examining the actors, acYviYes, and impacts of cyber-amacks on the country’s 
security dimensions. It also explores the linkages between tradiYonal and 
non-tradiYonal security issues in the context of cyber threats and the 
challenges of hybrid warfare scenarios, where cyber-amacks are used along 
with tradiYonal military tacYcs. The research analyzes the vulnerabiliYes and 
consequences of cyber-amacks on essenYal infrastructure sectors such as 
energy, telecommunicaYons, and finance, which are vital for the country’s 
stability and development. It also evaluates the economic, poliYcal, and social 
effects of cyber incidents on the country’s governance and society. Moreover, 
the research assesses the current cyber security measures and frameworks in 
Pakistan and idenYfies the gaps and opportuniYes for improvement. It 
emphasizes the need for a holisYc and collaboraYve approach involving 
government agencies, private sector enYYes, academia, and civil society to 
enhance cyber resilience. It also highlights the importance of internaYonal 
cooperaYon to address cross-border cyber threats and promote cyber norms. 
This research provides valuable insights into the non-tradiYonal security 
dimensions of cyber threats in Pakistan and their policy implicaYons. It offers 
strategic recommendaYons to improve cyber security measures that protect 
Pakistan’s naYonal interests in the digital age. 
 
Keywords: Non-tradiYonal Security, Cyber threats, Pakistan, Hybrid Warfare, 
NaYonal Security 
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2.2. AccentuaKng the significance of percepKons and 
individual opinions about various environmental issues in 
Pakistan: The role of key stakeholders 

 
Dr. Muhammad Faisal Ali, Research Fellow 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
 
Dr. Sobia Rose, Research Fellow 
Pakistan InsEtute of Development Economics, Islamabad 
 
Email: faisalali@pide.org.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
The overarching goal was to invesYgate individual percepYons and opinions 
about different environmental challenges including climate change. The 
responsibility and trust on key stakeholders, that are responsible to minimize 
the negaYve consequences of climate change, was also idenYfied. For this 
purpose, data were collected by interviewing 605 students from different 
universiYes of Lahore, belonging to diverse educaYonal backgrounds and 
geographic regions in Pakistan. The methods used were problem cataloging 
index and weighted average indices. The results designated polluYon as the 
biggest environmental problem whereas the other key environmental issues 
indicated were climate change, waste disposal and management, and 
traffic/congesYon. Environmental organizaYons and scienYsts were 
endorsed as the two most effecYve and reliable sources for climate 
informaYon disseminaYon in the country. In order to handle the issue of 
climate change, government, environmental organizaYons and business and 
industry were assumed to be highly responsible, but the respondents' trust 
was least in Govt. and business and industry. Respondents also perceive 
climate change and indicate high concerns with rising temperatures and new 
pamerns of rainfall with high intensity. Findings suggest that the inclusion of 
indigenous people's viewpoints and percepYons will lead to more 
representaYve decision-making about local and naYonal adaptaYon 
iniYaYves that will further help policymakers collaborate with local residents 
more effecYvely to bemer deal with the climate change crisis and different 
environmental issues.  
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2.3. InvesKgaKng the Global Impact of the Islamic State (IS) 
and the Rise of Non-State Actors in Modern Security 

 
Sohail Ahmad, Associate Professor 
COMSATS University Islamabad 
 
Maria Jawad Khan, Research Assistant 
COMSATS University Islamabad 
 
Email: sohail.ahmad@comsats.edu.pk 
 
Abstract: 
 
In today's world, non-state actors have become a potent force, reshaping 
global security in unprecedented ways. Among them, the Islamic State (IS) 
stands out as a formidable menace, casYng a dark shadow of terror and 
challenging convenYonal security norms. This research paper delves into the 
profound impact of the Islamic State on global terrorism and security 
dynamics. By exploring the origins, ideology, organizaYon, recruitment 
methods, and operaYonal strategies of the Islamic State, this research unravel 
the intricate web that fuels its rise. Through a case study approach, the 
research sheds light on the global reach of the Islamic State, its vast networks, 
and the powerful moYvaYons behind its acYons. Examining the complex 
interplay between the Islamic State and various state and non-state actors 
engaged in counter-terrorism efforts, the research paper dissects the diverse 
strategies employed to confront this threat. Military intervenYons, 
intelligence cooperaYon, financial measures, and internaYonal collaboraYons 
all form part of the arsenal used to counter the Islamic State's influence. 
Furthermore, the research explores the broader implicaYons of the Islamic 
State's acYviYes beyond tradiYonal security concerns. To invesYgate the 
impact on global governance, regional stability, and human security, while 
examining the responses of the internaYonal community, legal frameworks, 
and the challenges encountered in combaYng the extremist ideology 
propagated by the Islamic State. 
 
Key words: Non-state actors, Islamic State, global security, terrorism 
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2.4. ParachuKng in CNN’s Clarissa Ward in Myanmar and 
Afghanistan 

 
Syed Irfan Ashraf, Assistant Professor 
University of Peshawar 
 
Lisa Brooten, Associate Professor 
Southern Illinois University, Carbondale. USA 
 
Email: syedirfanashraf@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
In April 2021, two months aler the February 1st coup d’etat in Myanmar, CNN’s Chief 
Interna1onal Correspondent Clarissa Ward was invited into the country from which 
foreign journalists had been banned. In August 2021, Ward also covered the U.S 
troops withdrawal from Afghanistan following Kabul’s fall to the Taliban. The 
parachute journalist's two high-profile visits ignited both gra1tude and controversy 
among ac1vists and observers. Cri1cs raised significant ques1ons about CNN’s 
frontline and on-the-ground coverage; its value in highligh1ng violence in these 
olen ignored countries; its risks for local people and soldiers on the ground; and its 
centering of a white, western “star” journalist. Ward’s repor1ng func1oned in each 
case to sideline local journalists while giving a high-profile plaSorm to Myanmar’s 
military generals and Afghanistan’s Taliban. Drawing from the growing body of 
cri1cal literature on parachute journalism and employing framing and posi1oning 
theories, we provide a textual analysis of CNN’s coverage of the militarized conflicts 
in Afghanistan and Myanmar. We focus on Ward’s news repor1ng prac1ces to 
explore how the coverages framing and posi1oning of these conflicts func1on to 
create for each a moral universe and its key players. We iden1fy key issues in the 
poli1cal economy and prac1ces of global repor1ng that both propel and constrain 
individual celebrity correspondents such as Ward, framing them as the primary 
source of authorita1ve informa1on on the conflict being reported. We show how 
the representa1on of local people as simultaneously brave but also in need of a 
savior figure constructs a role embraced by Ward who by extension, represents the 
US. Yet the coverage lacks the kind of contextualiza1on that might make clearer the 
neo-imperialis1c nature of the historical forms of violence in these two countries, 
the ways US foreign policymakers are addressing each situa1on, and possible 
alterna1ve strategies. 
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3.1. Analyzing Household Income Inequality: A Subgroup 
DecomposiKon of Generalized Entropy Measures  

 
Jazib Mumtaz, Economist 
FPCCI Policy Research Unit 
 
Sayed Irshad Hussain, Assistant Professor 
SZABIST Karachi. 
 
Email: jazibkhan222@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
Analyzing Income dispariYes across populaYons has remained to be the 
foremost objecYve for policymakers. The extent of inequality can be 
measured for a certain group of households which provides informaYon on 
the homogeneity of the various groups. InformaYon derived through 
household analysis helps policymakers to design intervenYons. Inequality 
analysis over Yme over a different group of the populaYon can also be carried 
out for a parYcular economy. Another aspect through which inequality can 
be assessed is the comparison of different dimensions such as health 
provisions, educaYon, and cash transfers. Analysis of income sources and 
consumpYon categories also helps the government to focus on social 
welfare. This paper aims to analyze income inequality in Pakistan across two 
periods and indicate its main determinants. Microdata was obtained from 
Household Income Expenditure Survey HIES for the year 2001-02 and 2018-
19. Generalized entropy measures have been used to decompose income 
inequality at the subgroup level. Six household characterisYcs are idenYfied 
for analyzing their contribuYon to income inequality. The study proves that 
educaYon level, nature of employment, asset ownership, and gender 
contribute significantly to income inequality. The study further indicates that 
changes in income distribuYon for the bomom of the populaYon through paid 
employment, female income, and asset ownership could impact income 
inequality. The study's results can be used to assess policy impact on social 
welfare and help policymakers design targeted intervenYons, develop 
efficient taxaYon, and create a sustainable model for inclusive growth.  
 
Keywords: Inequality, Households, Decomposi6on, Entropy Measure  
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3.2. ConstrucKng Quality-adjusted Human Capital and its 
DistribuKon Across Countries 

 
Bharat Diwakar, Assistant Professor 
Indian InsEtute of Technology Roorkee 
 
Kumari Neha Jha, Research Scholar 
Indian InsEtute of Technology Roorkee 
 
Email: d.bharat@hs.iitr.ac.in 
 
Abstract 
 
There is an extensive literature on educaYon and its distribuYon within and 
across countries. However, the measurement of the lamer does not 
incorporate the quality of educaYon. This paper fills the gap by first 
calculaYng the quality-adjusted human capital and then using it to construct 
a measure of quality-adjusted human capital inequality. Our sample has 134 
countries (encompassing both developed and developing) from 1970 to 2020, 
and all the variables are at 5-year interval. For the quality of educaYon, we 
use several input and output side measures like research and development 
expenditure as a percentage of GDP, government expenditure on educaYon 
as a percentage of GDP, gross enrolment raYo, repeaters in primary 
educaYon, and pupil-teacher raYo, among others. These different quality 
indicators are then combined using principal component analysis. The quality 
and quanYty of educaYon, along with returns to educaYon are used to 
construct a human capital stock following the Mincerian specificaYon. The 
paper finds the following results: i. non-linear relaYonship between human 
capital and quanYty of schooling, unlike Lim and Tang (2006), ii. relaYonship 
between dispersion and mean of quality-adjusted human capital is U-shaped 
with a minimum point reaching around 8 years of schooling, iii. however, 
using a relaYve measure of inequality, we find an inverted-U shaped 
relaYonship, i.e., as average quality-adjusted human capital increases, the 
inequality rises first and declines aZer reaching the maximum point, iv. we 
also show that quality-adjusted human capital Gini has an inverted-U-shaped 
relaYonship with both average years of schooling Gini and human capital Gini, 
which emphasizes the fact that it is criYcal to incorporate quality of educaYon 
while analyzing educaYon inequality. 
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Keywords: Human capital, EducaYon Inequality, Gini coefficient, U-shaped 
returns, Decreasing returns 
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3.3. InequaliKes of OpportuniKes: Some Insights from Pakistan 
 
Zahid Pervaiz, Associate Professor 
Department of Economics, NaEonal College of Business, AdministraEon and Economics 
(NCBA&E), Lahore 
 
Shahla Akram, Researcher 
Department of Economics, NaEonal College of Business, AdministraEon and Economics 
(NCBA&E), Lahore 
 
Email: ecozahid@yahoo.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This study aims to provide some important insights regarding inequality of 
opportuniYes in Pakistan. By using household level survey data, we have 
esYmated inequality of opportuniYes in various socioeconomic outcomes. 
Our findings suggest that people belonging to different social strata do not 
have equal opportuniYes in different spheres of life. These insights are 
valuable for policymakers and stakeholders as they provide guidance for 
implemenYng targeted intervenYons that can bridge the idenYfied gaps and 
promote a fair and inclusive society in Pakistan. 
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3.4. Examining the Influence of Household Factors on 
EducaKonal Achievement Inequality: An Analysis of ASER 
Data in Pakistan 

 
Gul Muhammad Rind, Lecturer 
Sukkur IBA University 
 
Email: gulrind@iba-suk.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 

Inequity in educaYon is the worldwide accepted challenge that hinders 
achieving sustainable development goals. In Pakistan educaYonal inequality 
is higher because of widening socioeconomic and family factors, and disparity 
in the types of schools. This study is aimed to respond to the research 
quesYons; what can be revealed about the contribuYon of family socio-
economic condiYon and household characterisYcs toward the children’s 
inequitable achievement in Pakistan? And what are the contribuYons of 
private schools and paid tuiYon in creaYng inequality in learning 
achievement?  In this study, we have applied the concept of Equity in 
EducaYon, parYcularly the imparYality approach, where children's 
disadvantaged condiYons will be taken into account. In this instance, we have 
analyzed the Annual Status of EducaYon Report (ASER) Pakistan household-
based survey data (N= 247,978) conducted in 2021, while applying descripYve 
and logisYc regression analysis to measure how much family socio-economic 
factors contribute to the student's achievement inequality. Students' 
achievement in the local language, arithmeYc, and English language kept a 
dependent variable meanwhile household factors remained a predictable 
variable. The results explain that family socio-economic factors including 
parents’ educaYon and income, household faciliYes, and school types have a 
significant influence on children learning achievement and contribute to 
inequality.  
 
Keywords: educaYonal achievement, inequality, equity in EducaYon, ASER 
Pakistan, socioeconomic factors  
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4.1. GlobalizaKon, Climate Variability and Food Security in 
Pakistan: The ModeraKng Role of PopulaKon Density  

 
Shazia Kousar, Assistant Professor 
Lahore college for women university, Lahore 
 
Muhammad Afzal, Professor of Economics 
Lahore college for women university Lahore 
 
Adeel Nasir, Associate Professor/Chairperson 
Lahore college for women university Lahore 
 
Email: shaziabilal2002@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
The aim of this study is twofold; first, this study examined the impact of 
globalizaYon and climate variability on food security. Second, this study 
examined the moderaYng role of populaYon density on the relaYonship 
between globalizaYon, climate variability and food security. This study 
uYlized the data for food security from FAO, while the data for globalizaYon 
uYlised the KOF globalizaYon index. Moreover, the data for climate variability 
populaYon density, agriculture growth, economic growth, and inflaYon is 
used from World Development Indicators over the Yme period 2001 to 2019. 
This study used Two Layered Principal Component Analysis (TLPCA) to 
develop the Food Security index. This study employed mulYvariate GARCH 
(1, 1) to find the impact of globalizaYon and climate variability on food 
security. The study found that globalizaYon and climate variability adversely 
affect Pakistan's food security. PopulaYon density significantly moderates 
and enhances the impact of the globalizaYon index and climate variability on 
food security. This study helps policymakers to develop policies regarding 
globalizaYon and climate variability to ensure opYmum food security.  
 
Keywords: GlobalizaYon, Food Security, Climate Variability, PopulaYon 
Density, Agriculture Growth 
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4.2. Analysis of Sectoral Energy Demand in Pakistan 
 
Raza Ali Khan, Chairman  
NED University of Engineering and Technology 
 
Mirza Faizan Ahmed, Assistant Professor 
NED University of Engineering and Technology 
 
Jaweriya Naz, Lecturer 
NED University of Engineering and Technology 
 
Email: jaweriyanaz5@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
Purpose 
The purpose of this research is to esYmate the energy demand for different 
sectors including commercial, industrial, residenYal, transportaYon and 
agriculture. For this purpose, different factors affecYng the demand for 
energy in each sector has been analyzed. Adopted methodology is box 
Jenkins which is a systemaYc approach of idenYficaYon, esYmaYon, 
diagnosYc checks and forecasYng of the model. This model is appropriate for 
Yme series data of medium to long term length. The outcomes from data 
analysis specified that energy demand in Pakistan is mainly depends on five 
types of fuel. Among each sector consumpYon of fuel varies. Results shows 
that 86% of enegy consumpYon share hold by transport oil, industrial gas, 
industrial coal, residenYal gas and residenYal electricity. The major issue in 
energy sector is demand supply gap which is primarily caused by gas and 
electricity deficit. Conclusively, sectoral demand increases in each sector 
where commercial, residenYal and industrial demand has higher growth. 
Moreover, price effect is negaYve for all variables except for coal which made 
it as Giffen good.  
 
Key words: Box Jenkins methodology, Sectoral Demand, Energy sector, 
Demand-Supply gap 
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4.3. Food-Water-Energy Nexus in the PerspecKve of Green 
RevoluKon, Green Energy, Legal and InsKtuKonal 
Framework: A Killian Based Adjusted Bootstrap Approach 

 
Zia Ur Rahman, Lecturer 
Ghazi University, Dera Ghazi Khan 
 
Email: zia4939@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 

Food and water energy is crucial for human well-being, sustainable 
development, and poverty reducYon. The growing global demand driven by 
populaYon growth, economic development, urbanizaYon, changing diets, 
technological advancements, and climate change projecYons indicates a 
significant increase in the need for these resources. Understanding the 
intricate interdependencies between food, water, and energy is essenYal for 
effecYvely addressing these challenges and fostering a prosperous and 
sustainable future. Therefore, this study incorporated staYsYcal data 
collected from the Pakistan Economic Survey and the World Governance 
Indicator from 1990 to 2022 to elucidate the complex connecYon between 
food, water, and energy. Modern econometric techniques such as the GKPSS, 
Bootstrap unit root, Gregory Hansen regime shiZ, Killian-based adjusted 
bootstrap, and frequency domain causality are applied to enlist and enlighten 
the complex relaYonship among food, water, and energy. Energy significantly 
bridges the energy gap and ensures food availability. While the blood of food, 
water plays a significant role in food availability and energy producYon. It is 
the key responsibility of insYtuYons to facilitate their respecYve departments 
to ensure food security, uninterrupted energy supply, and water 
management to amain sustainable economic growth, zero hunger, and other 
SDGs by 2030. 
 
Keywords: Green revoluYon, legal and insYtuYonal Framework, Bootstrap 
unit root, Gregory-Hansen regime shiZ and Killian based adjusted bootstrap. 
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4.4. Does Green Energy Really Majer for Environment and 
Economic Sustainability? ValidaKng the Long-Standing 
ExisKng Empirics on Pakistan Economy 

 
Syed Kafait Hussain Naqvi, PhD scholar  
University of Kotli, Azad Kashmir 
 
Email: kafait.phd236@iiu.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
The current study tries to invesYgate Pakistan's long-run Environment and 
Growth Sustainability nexus. Green energy is used to signify environmental 
performance indicators and GDP growth rate along with other convenYonal 
growth factors; physical capital and human capital are used as potenYal 
economic sustainability indicators. To empirically achieve the objecYves of 
the study, the Auto-Regressive Distributed Lag (ARDL) Bound tesYng method 
was employed from 1990 to 2022. To raYonalize the findings of ARDL, 
restricted and unrestricted models are also esYmated. The findings of the 
study disclose that the series under consideraYon are co-integrated which 
directs the existence of the long-run relaYonship. It is found that green 
energy enhances economic sustainability in the long run however it adversely 
impacts economic sustainability in the short run in the case of Pakistan's 
economy. The empirical outcomes of the study validate the widespread 
concern of the literature on the existence of the “growth hypothesis” which 
supports, that there is a systemaYc posiYve causaYon running from green 
energy to economic sustainability. The study findings suggest that regulaYons 
in the energy sector can encourage the applicaYons of green energy 
resources, parYcularly in the real sector of the economy, leading to reduced 
emissions. It is important to adopt internaYonal standards for firms and 
industries and an internaYonal collaboraYon framework is required to ensure 
economic sustainability to prevent environmental degradaYon. 
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5.1. Measuring Sub-NaKonal GDP DispariKes in Pakistan: A 
District-Level Analysis using Nighlme Lights Data 

 
Wajid Ali, PhD Scholar  
Department of Economics, University of Perugia Italy 
 
Email: wajidkhan2272@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
Economic dispariYes at the sub-naYonal level have been a persistent 
challenge in many developing countries, including Pakistan. The 
measurement of sub-naYonal GDP is of utmost importance, parYcularly in 
developing countries, to monitor progress towards Sustainable Development 
Goals (SDGs) and assess persistent dispariYes across regions. However, 
obtaining accurate economic acYvity esYmates at the sub-naYonal level 
remains a challenge for countries like Pakistan, where inequaliYes and 
unbalanced development are prevalent. This study focuses on Pakistan as a 
case example and employs three disYnct datasets, including nigh�me lights 
data from the Suomi NaYonal Polar-orbiYng Partnership Visible Infrared 
Imaging Radiometer Suite (NPP-VIIRS), district-level informaYon on prices 
and producYon of selected agricultural commodiYes, and populaYon data 
from the LandScan Global PopulaYon project. By uYlizing the enhanced light 
intensity (ELIM) model, which integrates mulYsource data, this research 
generates a Yme series esYmate of district GDP for Pakistan, capturing the 
diverse economic acYviYes across districts. The results reflect ground 
realiYes, highlighYng the concentraYon of economic acYviYes in Punjab and 
Sindh provinces, while also idenYfying Peshawar and Quema as the only 
significant contributors to the naYonal GDP from Khyber Pakhtunkhwa and 
Balochistan provinces, respecYvely, among the top 30 districts. This analysis 
provides valuable insights for policymakers and development pracYYoners, 
aiding them in formulaYng targeted strategies to address economic 
dispariYes and promote balanced economic growth at the sub-naYonal level. 
 
Key Words: District GDP, Nigh�me lights, Enhanced Light Intensity Model, 
district agriculture producYon. 
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5.2. Kerala’s InternaKonal Tourism Demand: An Inquiry into 
The Validity of The Standard and Regular Determinants  

 
Muhammed Salim Anappa`ath, Assistant Professor of Economics 
M.E.S Mampad College (Autonomous), Malappuram Dist. Kerala, India 
Email: salimkodalipoyil@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 

InternaYonal tourism demand is being shaped by several factors that could 
be termed as standard determinants and various factors could be regular 
other determinants. While income and price related variables are the 
standard economic determinants of tourism demand, climaYc factors are the 
other regular variables influencing the tourist arrivals. The present study aims 
to idenYfy the role of standard factors and other regular potenYal 
determinants in influencing the tourist arrivals in Indian state of Kerala. We 
used month-wise data of the foreign tourist arrivals in Kerala from January 
2002 to December 2019 and applied auto-regressive distributed lagged 
(ARDL) approach, with the seasonality-adjusted data, for the same. The result 
was surprising as none of the four predictor variables such as income of the 
source markets, nominal exchange rates ($/₹), rainfall in Kerala and tourism 
seasonality of the source markets was significantly related to the arrivals of 
tourists in Kerala in the long-run. However, nominal exchange rate has been 
vital in affecYng Kerala’s internaYonal tourism demand in the short run as 
more tourists arrive with Rupee depreciaYon. Other three potenYal factors 
were irrelevant in driving the tourist arrivals in the short-run either. At the 
same Yme, it was found that all the four predictor variables are related to the 
tourism demand of Kerala with expected sign. The study does not try to reject 
the role of these standard factors in shaping the tourism demand on broad 
basis as some desYnaYons could stay different or data may not be sufficiently 
accurate.  
 
Keywords: internaYonal tourism demand, standard determinants, income, 
nominal exchange rates, rainfall  
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5.3. Economic Policy Uncertainty and Stock Pormolio 
OpKmizaKon: Cross Country Wavelet-Based Approach 

 
Sara Iqbal, Student 
Mehran University of Engineering and Technology, Jamshoro 
 
Waqar Ahmed Sethar, Assistant Professor 
Mehran University of Engineering and Technology, Jamshoro 
 
Suad Sindhiya, Student 
Mehran University of Engineering and Technology, Jamshoro 
 
Email: saraiqbalpanhwer@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
The purpose of this research is to assess the impact of Economic Policy 
Uncertainty (EPU) on the Sectoral returns of China, Pakistan, the USA, the UK, 
and India. The panel data consisYng of EPU, and sectoral returns of Stock 
Market data of sample countries is from 2012 to 2022. To achieve the 
research objecYves, the wavelet coherence method is used. By applying 
wavelet coherence analysis to the Yme series data of economic policy 
uncertainty and sector returns, researchers can explore how the coherence 
or correlaYon between these variables changes over different periods and 
frequency components which helps in assessing short-, medium-and long-
term shiZs in the relaYonship between two variables.  
 
The research discovers that the stock market’s dependency on the EPU 
differs noYceably in both the Yme domain and the frequency domain, and 
their lead-leg relaYonship exhibits Yme-varying characterisYcs. Research 
indicates that domesYc EPU’s influence on sector returns endures at low 
frequencies and over the whole sample period whereas the combined effect 
of domesYc and US EPU is the most persistent. AddiYonally, a high Sharpe 
raYo (low Value at risk VaR) in the presence of a considerable US EPU that 
switches between sectors is also observed. The por�olio opYmizaYon 
process proposes giving Chinese, Indian, and Pakistan industries more 
weighYng while US EPU is rising. Finally, the VaR exercise yields the benefits 
of por�olio diversificaYon. 
The research tends to remove a sense of unease and apprehension among 
investors. It can lead to an increase in investor senYment and a lower 

mailto:saraiqbalpanhwer@gmail.com


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

81 

aversion to risk-taking. As a result, investors may become less cauYous and 
increase their exposure to sectors that are more sensiYve to policy changes, 
leading to an increase in sector returns. The outcomes of the research will 
give a Policy framework for investors, government, and policymakers.  
 
Keywords: EPU, Sector returns, Wavelet coherence, VaR, Sharpe raYo 
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5.4. Leveraging Student-Generated Social Media Data for 
Higher EducaKon MarkeKng in Pakistan: A Netnographic 
Approach to Enhance Student Engagement and Branding 

 
Hamza Rashid, PhD Scholar 
InsEtute of Business Studies, Kohat University of Science & Technology. 
 
Aamir Shahzad, PhD Scholar 
InsEtute of Business Studies, Kohat University of Science & Technology. 
 
Dr. Wisal Ahmad, Professor/ Head of Department (HOD) 
InsEtute of Business Studies, Kohat University of Science & Technology. 
 
Email: hamza_rashid6@yahoo.com 
 
Abstract:  
 
This conceptual paper delves into the dynamic realm of higher educaYon 
markeYng in Pakistan, focusing on the uYlizaYon of student-generated social 
media data as a strategic resource. In a digital age characterized by increased 
connecYvity and user-generated content, higher educaYon insYtuYons (HEIs) 
seek innovaYve methods to enhance student engagement and bolster their 
brand image. This paper proposes a netnographic approach as a potent 
means to harness the wealth of insights embedded in online conversaYons, 
enabling HEIs to establish deeper connecYons with students and refine their 
markeYng strategies. By immersing in the online discourse of students, HEIs 
can uncover authenYc narraYves, preferences, and experiences, thereby 
tailoring their markeYng efforts to resonate with the evolving expectaYons of 
the student populace. This paper explores the theoreYcal underpinnings of 
netnography, elucidates its applicability in the context of higher educaYon 
markeYng, and outlines potenYal benefits, challenges, and ethical 
consideraYons. Through this conceptual exploraYon, the paper underscores 
the transformaYve potenYal of integraYng netnography into the markeYng 
endeavors of HEIs in Pakistan. 
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6.1. InflaKon, Monetary Policy, and the Sacrifice RaKo 
 
Leef H. Dierks, Professor 
Luebeck University of Applied Sciences 
 
Email: leef.dierks@th-luebeck.de 
 
Abstract 
 
MoYvated by the 2022 upYck in headline inflaYon and the marked shiZ 
towards globally more 
restricYve monetary policies, this paper examines the sacrifice raYo, i.e., the 
percentage cost of actual producYon lost to every one percentage point 
decrease in (trend) inflaYon, for selected Southeast Asian economies. Results 
indicate that upon adopYng a contracYve monetary policy, GDP growth 
dropped by up to 0.5 per cent, confirming that monetary authoriYes’ 
disinflaYonary policies typically trigger declines in both output and 
employment. However, as even minor adjustments to the way of 
determining the sacrifice raYo lead to varying results, cauYon ought to be 
applied when deriving potenYal (monetary) policy recommendaYons. 
 
Keywords: monetary policy, interest rates, inflaYon, sacrifice raYo, (trend) 
output. 
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6.2. ComputaKonal CalculaKon of Sovereign Default 
ProbabiliKes: Pakistan’s Case 

 
Salman Zaffar, Assistant Professor 
Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi 
 
Email: szaffar@iba.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
This paper uses Black-Scholes-Merton model to quanYtaYvely assess 
sovereign debt sustainability of Pakistan. Both the InternaYonal Monetary 
Fund and Asian Development Bank have separately proposed applying Black-
Scholes-Merton model to calculate the sovereign default risk. Historically, 
the Black-Scholes Merton Model have been used to analyse corporate 
default risk. Both the sovereign and corporate default risk calculaYon are 
based on conYngent claims approach which calculates risk by reading the 
sovereign and corporate balance sheets, respecYvely. Thus, in light of the 
proposiYon by these two financial bodies this paper calculates the default 
probability of Pakistan in 2001-2022. As the efficacy, it is shown that 
calculated default probability follows the trend of credit riskiness suggested 
by Moody’s credit raYngs for the same period. 
 
Keywords: Debt Sustainability Analysis, Credit Risk Analysis 
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6.3. Financial integraKon and Exchange Market Pressure 
 
Kate PhylakEs,  Professor 
Bayes Business School, City University of London 
 
Muhammad Aftab, Assistant Professor 
Department of Management Sciences, COMSATS University Islamabad 
 
Email:  maqab55@gmail.com, maqab@comsats.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
This study examines the role of financial integraYon on exchange market 
pressure (EMP) across a representaYve group of forty-two advanced and 
emerging markets over the period 2000-2019, which covers the global 
financial crisis, which has heightened monetary and economic policy 
uncertainty. We use a novel measure of financial integraYon, namely the 
uncovered equity return differenYal versus the US, which is based on the 
Uncovered Equity Parity and is available at a monthly frequency. Our analysis 
is based on panel cointegraYon and several robustness tests and it shows that 
indeed financial integraYon has a significant effect on the EMP of advanced 
markets as well as emerging markets. Our main results include: (i) There is a 
long-run relaYonship between financial integraYon and EMP; (ii) Financial 
integraYon reduces EMP in the case of emerging markets and increases EMP 
in the case of advanced markets reflecYng the empirical results on the 
validity of Uncovered Equity Parity for the lamer group of countries; (iii) The 
speed of adjustment to long-run equilibrium is very fast undermining the 
results of previous studies based on lower frequency data; (iv) The impact of 
financial integraYon is sustained when taking into account real integraYon, 
and economic policy uncertainYes; (v) Financial integraYon conYnued to 
impact EMP even during the global financial crisis; and (vi) Financial 
integraYon has a decreasing impact on EMP across both emerging and 
advanced markets when the countries adopt a flexible exchange rate regime.  
 
Keywords: Financial integraYon, Exchange market pressure, Policy 
uncertainty, flexible exchange rate regime 
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6.4. EvaluaKng the Impact of Withdrawal of Telegraphic 
Transfer (TT) Charges Reimbursement on the Remijances 
from the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (KSA) 

 
Muhammad Omer, Economist 
State Bank of Pakistan (SBP) 
 
Email:  Muhammad.omer@sbp.org.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
This paper amempted to esYmate the impact of withdrawal of TTC 
reimbursement on remimances inflowing from the KSA into Pakistan. For this 
purpose, we have used difference in difference (DID) technique on data from 
July 2018 to September 2022. Our esYmates suggest that this policy led to a 
decline in the remimances inflows from KSA on average between US$ 31 
million to US$ 76 million in each month. From policy perspecYve, 
Government of Pakistan needs to review this policy of reimbursement on 
remimances inflowing from KSA. Our results appears robust to various 
changes in esYmaYon framework.  
 
Key Words: Pakistan, Remimance inflow, Policy Impact, Covid-19, Panel data 
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7.1. Why do inheritance reforms not increase women’s access 
and control over land? Evidence from Punjab (Pakistan) 

 
Hana Zahir, Assistant Professor 
Lahore University of Management Sciences (LUMS) 
 
Email: hanazahir@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
Despite a spate of gender friendly inheritance reforms, there has not been a 
significant improvement in the inter-gender gap in land rights. Feminist 
theory proports that such reforms are ineffecYve due to micro and macro 
factors which reduce women’s bargaining power within the household which 
convenYonal bargaining models do not account for due to the context-
specific and qualitaYve nature of most of these factors. This paper outlines 
an expanded version of the household bargaining model which encapsulates 
the many layers of pre-exisYng social relaYonships and insYtuYons which 
influence women’s bargaining power specifically within the context of landed 
families. This framework is then used to analyze the case of women’s land 
rights in Punjab (Pakistan) through a comparison of the three administraYve 
regions of the province (North, South and Central) which have differing 
pamerns of social relaYonships due to their specific historical experience with 
land rights. The findings indicate that access to land does not always equate 
control over land for women. The results also show that high literacy of 
individuals and households, creaYon of new poliYcal and economic networks 
and women’s strong historical role within the household and family can 
improve women’s bargaining power which ulYmately translates into greater 
access and/or control of land rights. 
 
Keywords: gender, bargaining, access, control, historical, insYtuYonal 
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7.2. Gender Differences in Teacher Efficacy: The MediaKng Effect 
of Using AffecKve Outcomes in Teaching 

 
Sadia Batool, Assistant Professor 
Karakoram InternaEonal University, Diamer Campus, Chilas 
 
Tehseen Tahir, Assistant Professor 
University of Haripur, KPK 
 
Ms. Shomaila Habib, PhD Scholar/ Lecturer 
COMSATS University Islamabad 
 
Email: sadia.batool@kiu.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
The primary objecYves of this study were to invesYgate gender differences in 
teachers' efficacy and their uYlizaYon of affecYve outcomes in teaching. 
AddiYonally, the study aimed to explore whether the use of affecYve 
outcomes mediated the relaYonship between gender and teacher efficacy. 
The research involved a sample of 750 teachers from various educaYonal 
levels in Pakistan. To assess teacher efficacy, the study employed the 
Teachers' Sense of Self-Efficacy Scale (TSES), which comprises three subscales 
developed by Megan Tschannen-Moran and Mary Anita Woolfolk Hoy. The 
Teachers' Use of AffecYve Outcomes Scale (TUAOS), based on Krathwohl's five 
categories of objecYves in the affecYve domain, was uYlized to measure 
teachers' use of affecYve outcomes in teaching. 
 
Gender differences in teacher efficacy were examined using a series of 
independent sample t-tests. To explore the mediaYng effect of using affecYve 
outcomes, the study applied Model 4 of the PROCESS macro developed by 
Hayes (2013), employing three mulYple mediaYon models to predict student 
engagement, instrucYonal strategies, and classroom management. The 
findings of the study revealed that female teachers exhibited higher efficacy 
levels and made more extensive use of affecYve outcomes in their teaching 
compared to male teachers. Furthermore, all affecYve outcomes were found 
to mediate the relaYonship between gender and student engagement. 
AddiYonally, the receiving and responding outcomes acted as mediators 
between gender and both instrucYonal strategies and classroom 
management.  
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7.3. ParenKficaKon and Machiavellianism among young adults: 
Role of Gender in a CorrelaKonal ComparaKve Survey 

 
Komal Zehra, Student 
InsEtute of Professional Psychology, Bahria University  
 
Areeba Khawer, Student 
InsEtute of Professional Psychology, Bahria University  
 
Adina Ahmad Khan, Student 
InsEtute of Professional Psychology, Bahria University  
 
Sana Jawed, Student 
InsEtute of Professional Psychology, Bahria University  
 
Sara Shabbir, Lecturer 
InsEtute of Professional Psychology, Bahria University  
 
Email: areeba.khawar99@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This research aimed at establishing if parenYficaYon of children at a young 
age correlates with the development of Machiavellianism in Pakistani youth. 
AddiYonally, the study examined gender differences on the prevalence of 
Machiavellianism as a result of different types of parenYficaYon, i.e. 
emoYonal parenYficaYon, instrumental parenYficaYon and perceived 
unfairness. This study was based on a quanYtaYve research design. A total of 
400 parYcipants (comprising 200 males and 200 females), aged 18-25 years 
were recruited through purposive convenient sampling from the 
metropolitan city of Pakistan, Karachi. For data collecYon two quesYonnaires, 
namely Filial Responsibility Scale–Adult (FRS-A), to measure parenYficaYon, 
and Machiavellianism subscale of Short Dark Triad scale (SD-3) was used. The 
results indicate that ParenYficaYon shows a significant weak posiYve 
correlaYon with Machiavellianism. Moreover, it indicated that men are more 
likely to be parenYfied and develop Machiavellian characterisYcs. This study 
expands the literature on this topic in Pakistan and provides valuable insight 
into the negaYve outcomes of parenYficaYon in the young generaYon in 
order to protect the future of the country. 
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7.4. Resilience, Mental Toughness and Mental Wellbeing in 
Police Officers 

 
Zil e Huma, Student 
University of Management and Technology Lahore 
 
Shahnila Tariq, Associate Professor 
University of Management and Technology Lahore 
 
Email: shahnila.tariq@umt.edu.pk 
 
 
Abstract 
 
The aim of the present was to invesYgate the relaYonship between resilience, 
mental toughness and mental wellbeing in police officers. It was hypothesized 
that there will a posiYve relaYonship between resilience, mental toughness 
and mental wellbeing in police officers.  Furthermore, that resilience and 
mental toughness will likely to predict mental wellbeing in police officers. A 
co-relaYonal study analyzed a sample of 100 male police officers, between 
the ages range 23 – 50 years (M=28.5; SD=8.4) by using convenient sampling. 
The measures included Brief Resilience Scale (Wagnild & Young, 1993), 
Mental Toughness Scale (Sheard et al., 2009) and Mental Wellbeing Scale 
(Ryff, 1989; Ryff, & Keyes, 1995). The results of this research showed posiYve 
relaYonship between resilience, mental toughness and mental wellbeing and 
both the independent variables posiYvely predicted mental wellbeing. The 
findings can be used for the counseling of the police officers at workplace. 
 
Keywords: Resilience, Mental Toughness, Mental Wellbeing. 
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7.5. Evidence from Factor Analysis of Sarsani's (1999) 
Teachers' CreaKvity PromoKon Scale at the university level 

 
Muhammad Kamran, Assistant Professor 
Department of Education, University of Loralai, Balochistan, Pakistan 
 
Namood-e Sahar, Ph.D. Scholar 
NaEonal InsEtute of Psychology, Quaid-i-Azam University Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Karla Patricia Valdés-García, Research Professor 
Universidad Autónoma de Coahuila, México, Facultad de Psicología 
 
Sarfraz Aslam, Associate Professor 
Faculty of EducaEon and HumaniEes, UNITAR InternaEonal University, Malaysia 
 
Email: Muhammad.kamran@uoli.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
Sarsani in India developed the Teachers' CreaYvity PromoYon Scale (1999), 
which assessed the promoYon of creaYve thinking among teachers. Since 
creaYvity is the need of every naYon, the researchers wanted to provide 
psychometric evidence of the scale to Pakistani indigenous researchers. Thus, 
we took the said scale for revalidaYon in the Pakistani context by 
administering the scale on university teachers (N=399). The sample 
comprised of 236 male and 163 female university teachers around Pakistan 
with ages ranging from 20-50 years. The data collected was then analyzed for 
factor structure using Principal Component Analysis (PCA) by PROCESS. 
Construct validity was also established using Confirmatory Factor Analysis 
through AMOS soZware. The original instrument used for this research had 
five factors having 16 items, rated on a 5-point Likert Type Scale. The factor 
analysis of revalidated version demonstrates 16 items in a unifactorial model, 
explaining 32% of the variance. The scale was also found to be 
psychometrically valid and reliable. Thus, indigenous researchers in Pakistan 
could thus use the revalidated version of the Teachers' CreaYvity PromoYon 
Scale (Sarsani, 1999) for their local indigenous research.  
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7.6. ExploraKon of PercepKons of Physicians Regarding 
Decision-Process Uncertainty in Obstetrics and Gynaecology 

 
Sana Younas, Ph.D. Scholar 
Department of Behavioral Sciences, School of Social Sciences and HumaniEes, NaEonal 
University of Sciences and Technology (NUST) Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Saeeda Khanum, Assistant Professor 
Department of Behavioral Sciences, School of Social Sciences and HumaniEes, NaEonal 
University of Sciences and Technology (NUST) Islamabad, Pakistan 
 
Email: sanayounasmphil@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
The present study was conducted to explore the percepYons of professionals’ 
decision-making in complex situaYons, parYcularly in Obstetrics and 
Gynaecology. The study recruited fourteen physicians of Obs and Gynae from 
teaching hospitals in Pakistan. Semi-structured interviews were taken aZer 
receiving the informed consent. Results were analyzed using Braun and 
Clark’s themaYc analysis.  Three major themes emerged (i) challenges in 
decision-making (ii) support, and (iii) decision-making process. ParYcipants 
reported that the surgical removal of uterus because of non-stop bleeding is 
an uncertain task. Time pressure is a constraint that is build-up pressure on 
physicians as they must respond to the emergency case within seconds. 
Hospital-related challenges include following the medical protocols and strict 
hospital rules and regulaYons. Physicians cannot perform any medical 
procedure if it violates the rules of hospital. Some physicians may consider 
aborYon a legal pracYce in their private clinics but when they are in a hospital, 
they must follow the guidelines, norms, and values of their workplace. The 
other challenge is pressure from amendants of the paYents. Pressure from 
amendants such as not giving consent for ge�ng educaYon on family 
planning, or in case of immediate cesarian for any emergency paYent become 
hurdle in decision-making. Support is received from senior physicians and 
interdepartmental communicaYon in learning and decision-making. Decision-
making occurs at both individual and team levels. However, team support at 
intra and inter-departmental levels is a major contributory factor that leads 
to effecYve decision processes and paYent outcomes.  
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7.7. Choice of Contract and Repayment Rates in Group 
Lending with Mutual Decision Making. A Microfinance 
Experiment from Pakistan 

 
Shahid Razzaque 
Pakistan Institute of Development Economics (PIDE), Islamabad 
 
Email: razzaque.shahid@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This paper addresses the issue of choice of microfinance contracts on 
repayment behaviour of the subjects under group lending situaYon. The 
subjects aZer invesYng their loan decide the loan repayment and contract 
choice decision mutually. The experiment was conducted in a semi- rural 
town of Pakistan with potenYal microfinance borrowers in an Artefactual field 
experimental se�ng. Subjects were offered two contracts such as Profit 
Sharing-PS and TradiYonal Interest Bearing-IB. Behavior of the subjects was 
tested in two scenarios, one where groups were given the opYon to make a 
choice between the given two contracts mutually and in other situaYon they 
have no choice rather they have been allocated the contracts by the 
experimenter. In both cases, the loan repayment behaviour is dependent 
upon the joint decision of the group members. The results revealed a strong 
preference for PS contracts over IB contract, however this preference is not 
being translated into repayment rates. Surprisingly, gender remained rather 
an insignificant factor affecYng the repayment behaviour. Finally, the 
religiosity of the subjects had a significant posiYve effect on the repayment 
behaviour of the subjects.   
  
Keywords: Microfinance, Group Lending, Asymmetric Information, 

Artefactual Field Experiments, Interest, Profit Sharing.   
  

mailto:razzaque.shahid@gmail.com


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

96 

7.8. RelaKonship of EducaKonal Stress and Self-Compassion 
with Psychological Problems in Adolescents 

 
Riffat Iqbal, M. Phil Scholar 
InsEtute of Clinical Psychology, University of Karachi 
 
Dr. Shafaq Ahmed 
InsEtute of Clinical Psychology, University of Karachi 
 
Email: riffat.psychology@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
The present study invesYgated the predicYve relaYonship of educaYonal 
stress with psychological problems (anxiety and depression), the predicYve 
relaYonship of self-compassion with psychological problems (anxiety and 
depression) and finally, the moderaYng role of self-compassion between 
educaYonal stress and psychological problems (anxiety and depression). 
Hypotheses of the study were, i) EducaYonal stress would predict 
psychological problems (anxiety and depression) in adolescents. ii) Self-
compassion would predict psychological problems (anxiety and depression) 
in adolescents. iii) Self-compassion would moderate the relaYonship between 
educaYonal stress and anxiety in adolescents. iv) Self-compassion would 
moderate the relaYonship between educaYonal stress and depression in 
adolescents. The study was based on a cross-secYonal survey design. The 
sample comprised of 150 middle adolescents, age ranging from 14-16 years, 
M = 15.1, SD = 0.45, boys (n = 75) and girls (n = 75) from English medium 
private schools of Karachi and purposive sampling technique was employed. 
Demographics form along with four self-reporYng measures was used. 
EducaYonal Stress Scale for Adolescents (Sun et al., 2011), Self-Compassion 
Scale (Neff, 2003), Centre for Epidemiological Studies-Depression (Radloff, 
1977) and Generalized Anxiety Disorder 7-item scale (Spitzer et al., 2006) 
were used to measure variables. Linear regression analyses were performed 
to invesYgate the predicYve relaYonship using SPSS V 26.0. Hayes PROCESS 
macro (2022) Model 1 (Version 4.1) analysis was uYlized for moderaYon. The 
findings revealed that educaYonal stress posiYvely predicted psychological 
problems (anxiety and depression). Self-compassion negaYvely predicted 
psychological problems (anxiety and depression). No moderaYng effect of 
self-compassion on relaYonship of educaYonal stress and anxiety was found. 
Similarly, no moderaYng effect of self-compassionate was witnessed on 
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relaYonship of educaYonal stress and depression. The findings empirically 
established the fact that educaYonal stress leads to psychological problems 
and self-compassion tends to lessen these.  

Keywords: EducaYonal stress, Self-compassion, Depression, Anxiety, 
Adolescents 
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8.1. Foreign Policy under CivilizaKonal Populists in India, 
Pakistan and Turkey  

 
Fizza Batool, Assistant Professor 
SZABIST University, Karachi 
 
Email: fiza555@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
Prior studies on civilizaYonal populism have reported that populists use 
civilisaYonalism to create a riZ in domesYc poliYcs – otherising all not 
confirming to their perceived civilizaYonal idenYty. However, it is not clear 
how populists employ civilisaYonalism in their foreign policy. The current 
paper addresses this quesYon through a comparaYve case study of President 
Erdoğan in Turkey, Prime Minister Modi in India, and former Prime Minister 
Imran Khan in Pakistan. It reports that foreign policy discourse by populists in 
these countries is linked with their desire to posiYon themselves as a leader 
of a religious civilizaYon, and not just a country. Hence, they acYvely 
parYcipate in transnaYonal setups where they are given central authority. The 
exclusion of other civilizaYons or what HunYngton called the clash of 
civilizaYons, however, is not as explicit in the foreign policy decisions of 
populists as in their domesYc poliYcs.   
 
Keywords: Populism, CivilizaYonal Populism, India, Pakistan, Turkey, Imran 
Khan, Erdoğan, Modi 
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8.2. De-territorializing Linearity of Contemporary GlobalizaKon: 
A Decolonial Appraisal of EducaKon in a Glocalized World 

 
Dr. Muhammad Rasheed Arshad, Assistant Professor (Philosophy) 
University of the Punjab, Lahore 
 
Email: rasheedarshad.phil@pu.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
The Enlightenment era's universalist approach downplayed the significance 
of pre-exisYng condiYons, pre-enlightenment tradiYons, and individual 
idiosyncrasies as barriers to progress. To overcome these obstacles the 
insYtuYonalizaYon of modern discursive reason was introduced in 
educaYonal systems. However, post-enlightenment discourse, including 
Gadamer's hermeneuYcal perspecYve, raised concerns about the ontological 
and epistemological legiYmacy of universally valid reason and criYqued the 
linearity of the project of modernity. This paper focuses on the implicaYons 
of universalizing forces (cosmopolitan liberalism, free-market capitalism, and 
technology) within the context of glocalizaYon, a product of contemporary 
globalizaYon, on the value and legiYmacy of tradiYonal knowledge in the 
global educaYonal system. In secYon one, it contrasts Ayer's classificaYon of 
responses from pre-modern systems (resistance, sequestraYon, and 
acceptance) towards modernity with the three tendencies observed in the 
Muslim world: Islamic modernists, fundamentalists, and tradiYonalists. 
Conclusively, it establishes tradiYonalists as the true decolonial effort to 
revitalize naYve precolonial knowledge system. In the second secYon, this 
arYcle delves into the intricate interplay between globalizaYon, educaYon, 
and the evolving global market dynamics, presenYng a comprehensive 
exploraYon of the process of de-territorializaYon and re-territorializaYon 
within the educaYonal framework. The arYcle underscores the pivotal role of 
teachers as catalysts for implemenYng transformaYve changes, emphasizing 
the symbioYc relaYonship involved in the assimilaYon of global concepts into 
local educaYonal systems.  
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8.3. Rethinking Power Structures: Exploring the Influence of 
Economic Factors on PoliKcal Decision-Making 

 
Iqra Jamil, Student 
Institute of Business Administration (IBA), Karachi 
 
Email: i.jamil.22608@khi.iba.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
As the world has evolved, poliYcal power structures have become more agile 
and have since shed their rigidity. In this context, the power process of 
decision-making in poliYcs has been affected by a mulYtude of factors 
including economic elements. This paper aims at examining the increasing 
power of economic factors on poliYcal dynamics and governmental decision 
making while recognizing the close interconnecYon of economics and 
poliYcs. It seeks to shed light on the intricate dynamics that shape policy 
choices. By drawing a focus on the interplay between economic forces and 
poliYcal decision-making, this study strives to provide a comprehensive 
understanding of the complexiYes involved in governance. 
 
This paper employs a mulYdisciplinary approach by drawing insights from 
poliYcal science and economics, as well as by uYlizing historical shiZs in 
power dynamics and by accentuaYng case studies where economic factors 
have transformed these structures. It explores how economic factors such as 
the distribuYon of wealth, income inequality, and corporate influences affect 
poliYcal decision-making processes. Furthermore, this paper also examines 
the impact of economic indicators, like the GDP growth rates, inflaYon rates, 
and unemployment levels, on policy formulaYon and implementaYon. In 
order to invesYgate these dynamics, the paper looks towards analyzing case 
studies from various countries and regions- in both democraYc and non-
democraYc contexts. Moreover, it idenYfies the poliYcal mechanisms 
through the role of different agents, including governments, foreign actors, 
interest groups, and the civil society. 
 
The goal of this research is to streamline the need to challenge the tradiYonal 
understandings of poliYcs as solely guided by ideological idenYYes and 
insYtuYonal frameworks. It rather strives in highlighYng the need to 
reevaluate these power structures by recognizing the external and internal 
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influences of economic decisions which can help policymakers make 
informed choices that address societal needs and promote equitable 
outcomes. Hence, this paper aims to contribute to the discourse on the 
interrelaYonship between economics and poliYcs by advocaYng for a more 
holisYc approach to governance that considers the complexiYes of power 
dynamics in contemporary socieYes. 
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8.4. PoliKcal Party NegoKaKons with Non-PoliKcal Actors: A 
Case Study of Pakistan 

 
Kashfia Latafat, Researcher/ Teacher Trainer 
GeneraEon's School 
 
Email ID: kashfialatafat@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This conference paper analyzes the intricate dynamics of negoYaYons 
between poliYcal parYes and non-poliYcal actors in Pakistan. With a diverse 
array of interest groups, civil society organizaYons, and influenYal non-state 
enYYes, Pakistan's poliYcal landscape provides an intriguing context to 
explore how poliYcal parYes engage with these powerful stakeholders 
outside tradiYonal poliYcal arenas. 
 
The study examines the moYvaYons driving non-poliYcal actors to interact 
with poliYcal parYes. From religious insYtuYons and business conglomerates 
to civil society groups and advocacy organizaYons, various stakeholders seek 
to promote their interests, ideologies, and policy preferences by influencing 
poliYcal decision-making. 
 
Employing in-depth interviews, archival data, and content analysis of media 
reports, the research reveals the strategies employed by poliYcal parYes 
during negoYaYons with non-poliYcal actors. These strategies encompass 
convenYonal bargaining techniques, alliance-building, accommodaYng 
interests, and posiYoning for electoral gains. The paper highlights how 
poliYcal parYes carefully assess potenYal benefits and risks associated with 
collaboraYng with non-poliYcal actors, considering both immediate 
objecYves and long-term poliYcal viability. 
 
The research also examines the challenges and ethical consideraYons arising 
from these interacYons. Balancing the diverse demands of non-poliYcal 
actors while upholding democraYc principles poses a delicate task for poliYcal 
parYes, prompYng discussions on accountability, transparency, and the 
legiYmacy of such engagements. 
In conclusion, this conference paper provides valuable insights into the 
complex interplay between poliYcal parYes and non-poliYcal actors in 
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Pakistan. The findings contribute to a deeper understanding of how these 
negoYaYons influence the country's poliYcal processes and democraYc 
development. Moreover, the implicaYons extend beyond Pakistan's context, 
offering lessons and frameworks relevant to similar poliYcal environments 
where non-poliYcal actors exert substanYal influence over governance and 
public policy. The study underscores the importance of fostering responsible 
and construcYve engagements between poliYcal parYes and non-poliYcal 
actors to strengthen democraYc insYtuYons and promote inclusive 
governance. 
 
Key words: PoliYcal parYes, Non-poliYcal actors, NegoYaYons 
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9.1. How PoliKcal Behavior is Influenced by Social Cleavage 
and Media Usage? 

 
Isma Anum, Lecturer 
Department of Media and CommunicaEon Studies, NaEonal University of Modern 
Languages, Islamabad 
 
Amna Zulfiqar, Assistant Professor 
Department of Media and CommunicaEon Studies, NaEonal University of Modern 
Languages, Islamabad 
 
Email: isma.anum@numl.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
Growing opportuniYes for media choices open new forms of news exposure 
along poliYcal lines. Pakistan’s media is considered as an invaluable tool in 
sparking poliYcal change, bridging social gaps, and forging common naYonal 
idenYYes. Recent technological advances have brought changes to ciYzen’s 
media usage, therefore the poliYcal of behavior is changing in terms of voYng 
decisions and party preferences. Due to these changes the decision making 
of ciYzens is influenced by the social cleavage of age, gender, and educaYon. 
However, contrary to similar historical changes, these advances have 
widened rather than narrowed societal cleavages. The objecYve of the paper 
is to explore the influence of poliYcal behavior by social cleavage and media 
usage. This work explores that how poliYcal behavior of Pakistan’s ciYzens 
has changed due to social cleavage and the recent advances in digital media 
access. The paper incorporated survey-based research with a sample of 200 
university students and faculty members from NaYonal University of Modern 
Languages. It is concluded that social cleavage of gender, age and educaYon 
helps in transforming the poliYcal behavior of the people. Also, frequent use 
of social media demonstrates a posiYve poliYcal parYcipaYon and an 
accountable voYng behavior, whereby males more acYvely parYcipate in the 
poliYcal acYviYes as compare to females. The paper has policy implicaYons 
to a one-dimensional of the media approach for understanding ciYzenship 
and ignoring soluYons to poliYcal problems. Focused and well-defined 
policies are required to include youth back to broadcasYng media.  
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9.2. Social media, Cultural HeterogenizaKon, and Consumer 
Behavior in Pakistan: A Study of GeneraKon Z and 
GeneraKon X  

 
Ateeq Abdul Rauf, Assistant Professor 
InformaEon Technology University 
 
Ruhma Anjum, Graduate Student 
InformaEon Technology University 
 
Email:  ruhmaanjum0916@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
The culture of Pakistan is recognized for its diversity and richness, driven by 
its historical significance, religious backgrounds, and linguisYc variaYons. But, 
with the rapid rise of social media and its influence on over 240 million 
Pakistanis, the country's culture faces unprecedented levels of influences 
from other dominant cultures. This study aims to explore the impact of social 
media on cultural percepYons and how it shapes consumer behavior in 
Pakistan.  To invesYgate this shiZ, qualitaYve in-depth interviews were 
conducted with 30 informants from different generaYons, including 20 from 
GeneraYon Z and 10 from GeneraYon X. The findings suggest that the 
changing cultural percepYons of GeneraYon Z, led by their regular 
consumpYon of social media, are influencing their consumer behavior by 
making them more omnivorous. This has resulted in a rise in omnivorous 
tastes, steering them to embrace diverse cultural elements such as clothing, 
food, and events from many different cultures. This phenomenon can be 
described as "foreignizaYon of culture," as the new generaYon is indirectly 
exposed to dominant cultures through social media causing several cultural 
elements to be fused with elements from different cultures. The study 
discusses implicaYons of these findings for industries, governments, and 
policymakers. Understanding the influence of social media on consumer 
behavior and cultural percepYons can help businesses develop their 
markeYng strategies, product development, and adverYsing to meet the 
demands of the new generaYon. As GeneraYon Z matures and enters the 
workforce with increased buying power, industries must adapt to cater to 
their evolving needs. For some sectors, this change may lead to market 

mailto:ruhmaanjum0916@gmail.com


Chal lenging  L inear i ty  
16-18 November 2023 

Third Annual Interna/onal Conference of the  
School of Economics and Social Sciences, IBA - Karachi 

108 

decline, while new industries may emerge to fill the gaps created by the 
integraYon of diverse cultures. 
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9.3. RepresentaKon of the Fall of Kabul 2021 in Pakistani and 
Afghan Media: Examining Counterterrorism, Elite Officials, 
and Local People's PerspecKves. 

 
Amir Hamza Marwan, Assistant Professor 
Institute of Business Administration (IBA) Karachi 
 
Email: ahmarwan@iba.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
The fall of Kabul signified the termination of the democratically elected 
government in Afghanistan and reinstated the Taliban as the prevailing 
authority in the country. The ascension of the Taliban in Afghanistan holds 
significant importance considering the profound suffering experienced by 
both Afghanistan and Pakistan. This study looks at how well-known Pakistani 
and Afghan television channels, specifically Geo News, PTV News, and TOLO 
News, covered the fall of Kabul in 2021 for eight days. The study utilizes 
content analysis as a research methodology. The study's primary aim was to 
determine if the selected television channels offered their viewers coverage 
of the event from a counterterrorism perspective, besides knowing if they 
covered it through the lens of high-ranking officials or from the perspective 
of local residents. The results indicate that the three chosen television 
channels did not prioritize the counterterrorism perspective in their 
coverage. Additionally, it is noteworthy that Pakistani TV channels covered 
the event from the standpoint of elite officials. Conversely, TOLO News, an 
Afghan media outlet, provided coverage from the vantage point of local 
individuals. The extensive coverage of such events carries significant 
implications for a nation such as Pakistan, where a substantial number of 
individuals lost their lives, and the country incurred substantial economic 
losses amounting to billions of dollars in its efforts to combat terrorism. 
Furthermore, attaining public support is consistently pursued as a crucial 
component of a productive counterterrorism strategy aimed at eradicating 
militancy, extremism, and acts of violence. This research study is informed by 
the theory of "Priming." 
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9.4. Unraveling the CreaKve DisrupKon: COVID-19's Impact on 
Work in Pakistan 

 
LalaRukh Ejaz, Director 
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon (IBA), Karachi 
 
Arooj Waheed Dar, Lecturer  
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon (IBA), Karachi 
 
Shaguqa Shabbar, PhD Scholar 
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon (IBA), Karachi 
 
Sara Nizamani, Research Fellow 
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon (IBA), Karachi 
 
Junaid Alam Memon, Professor and Director  
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon (IBA), Karachi 
 
Email: jamemon@iba.edu.pk 
 
Abstract 
 
CreaYve disrupYons occupy an important place in the literature on social and 
technological change. Covid-19 has been one such disrupYon that sparked 
fascinaYon with the rapid uptake of informaYon and other work-related 
technologies, and introduced new trends like remote work, even in socieYes 
not iniYally ready to adopt these models. Many saw remote work as the new 
norm, believing that exposure to remote communicaYon technologies would 
permanently change the world of work. We studied the COVID-19 induced 
changes in the World of Work in 2021 Pakistan, as represented in the selected 
naYonwide English and Urdu newspapers, to gain insights into how the 
pandemic has affected work in this region. Following a more inducYve 
approach, we adopted Content ConfiguraYon Analysis (CCA), a technique that 
occupies the midground between content analysis and themaYc analysis, 
with the aim of describing the kind of messages about new forms of work and 
how they present as a burden or benefit for Pakistani workforce. Our results 
indicate that technological adopYon is crucial, but not sufficient on its own to 
revoluYonize the world of work. In the absence of other necessary condiYons, 
the adopYon may be temporary, and creaYve soluYons may roll back, as 
people revert to their earlier ways due to high transiYon costs and lack of 
overall readiness in social and economic systems. AZer an iniYal surge, such 
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technologies may remain niche soluYons and gain wider acceptance only by 
following their normal course. Our systemaYc analysis of the representaYon 
of work and its dimensions in the newspapers helps us propose a framework 
to study sudden technological disrupYons that may or may not be creaYve in 
the context of developing countries such as Pakistan. 
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10.1. Fiscal policy, Monetary policy, and InflaKon. Evidence 
from Asian Economies 

 
Shomaila Habib 
COMSATS University, Islamabad 
 
Email: shomailahabib@gmail.com 
 
Abstract  
 
InflaYon refers to the overall and current increase in a country’s price level. 
Countries oZen need to employ fiscal and monetary policy tools immediately 
to ensure sustainable economic growth and control the inflaYon rate. 
Maintaining price stability is a crucial objecYve for both fiscal and monetary 
policy. This research aims to invesYgate how inflaYon responds to fiscal and 
monetary policy tools in selected Asian countries (Bangladesh, India, and 
Pakistan) during the period from 2007 to 2021. The study also takes into 
account two significant historical economic events (COVID-19 and the 
financial crisis). The approach uYlized in this study involves the applicaYon of 
Fully Modified Ordinary Least Squares (FMOLS) esYmaYon along with co-
integraYon tests. Data has been collected from the World Bank database, IMF 
StaYsYcs, and the central banks of the selected countries. The findings of the 
research indicate that monetary policy proxies (such as lending rates, broad 
money, and money market rates) yield mixed results in the three countries, 
predominantly showing significant correlaYons with the inflaYon rate. On the 
other hand, fiscal deficit, used as a proxy for fiscal policy, is posiYvely 
correlated with inflaYon in all three countries. The inclusion of other control 
variables, such as gross domesYc product, trade openness, exchange rates, 
unemployment rates, and oil prices, significantly influences the inflaYon rate. 
In conclusion, the study suggests that there is a need for harmonizaYon 
between monetary and fiscal policies to effecYvely control the inflaYon rate 
and promote economic growth.  
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10.2. Youth InacKvity and Its Impact on the Labour Market: A 
District-Level Analysis in Pakistan 

 
Muhammad Shahid Waheed 
PhD Schоlar at IBA Karachi 
 
Email: swaheed@iba.edu.pk 

 

Abstract 
 
The present study seeks to find out how gender, age, area of living, parent 
background in terms of educaYonal level and occupaYon determine the 
probability of youth to be out of the labour market in different districts of 
Pakistan. We uYlize data from the labour force survey 2021. The study 
invesYgates the relaYonship between the inacYvity rate and the probability 
of being employed, revealing a significant negaYve associaYon between 
them. The study calculates for each district a revised version of the Human 
Opportunity Index developed by the World Bank. Third, we compute the 
contribuYon of each factor to that index. The results show that dissimilarity 
has a marked influence in most of the districts, the highest dissimilarity is in 
district Panjgur, Lasbela, Sherani, Kachhi, Kharan, South Waziristan, and 
Buner, while the major challenges with ge�ng the youth into the labour 
market are sYll in Balоchistan and KP districts even aZer taking dissimilarity 
of unchangeable background into account. 
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10.3. Welfare Through Family Networks 
 
Muhammad Muneeb Ahmed 
NaEonal University of Science and Technology, Islamabad 
 
Email: muneeb_formanite@hotmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
The aim of this paper is to operaYonalize the debate on significance of family 
network as the most prevalent, impac�ul and readily available insYtuYon 
amongst social safety net, especially in tradiYonal South Asian society. It is 
argued that the family networks act as bridges between vulnerable and 
invincible, thus paving the way for societal welfare through involuntary re-
distribuYon of resources. The study is based on empirical data from “Special 
Survey for EvaluaYng Socio-Economic Impact of Covid-19 on Wellbeing of 
People” published by Pakistan Bureau of StaYsYcs (PBS), Government of 
Pakistan. The data set consists of more than 5,500 households, providing 
details of more than 31,022 individuals from all provinces of Pakistan.  Results 
show that insYtute of family networks are the most fundamental social 
protecYons amongst all available in social safety net – comprising a range of 
public and private Social ProtecYon Programs. Family networks are, by far 
amongst the largest social protecYons readily available for vulnerable 
segments of the society, and casts substanYal impact on their welfare by 
eradicaYng the poverty of networking family members. This paper is 
extracted from an ongoing research venture having its scope limited to 
Pakistan – a developing South Asian country. This paper presents iniYal 
findings which are based on descripYve staYsYcs and require to be backed by 
sophisYcated econometric techniques. The iniYal finding can be generalized 
to other developing South Asian countries consisYng on tradiYonal socieYes 
and having similar demographic characterisYcs. The study enriches the body 
of empirical research on welfare and poverty eradicaYon by operaYonalizing 
the debate on welfare through family networks.  
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10.4. Eco-innovaKon and sustainability in the chemical and 
pharmaceuKcal sectors of Pakistan  

 
Ghazala Akber Jamali  
Zubair Ahmed Memon 
Adeel Ahmed  
Pooja Dinani 
Satesh Kumar 
Suresh Kumar 
Bahadur Ali 
Kanwal Asan Das 
Sajjad Anwar  
 
MUET, Jamshoro 
 
Email: zahmed.uspcasw@faculty.muet.edu.pk  
 
Abstract  
 
Policymakers require an extensive understanding of exisYng eco-innovaYon 
pracYces and acYviYes used by the chemical and pharmaceuYcal industries 
in order to establish and build successful policies to foster eco-innovaYon in 
Pakistan's chemical and pharmaceuYcal sectors. In order to construct and 
build successful policies to sYmulate eco-innovaYon in Pakistan's chemical 
and pharmaceuYcal industries, eco-innovaYon policies should be devised to 
encourage environmentally friendly pracYces and technology adopYon while 
balancing economic concerns. This paper aims to capture and generalize the 
state of eco-innovaYon in Pakistan's chemical and pharmaceuYcal sectors in 
terms of process technology eco-innovaYon, product eco-innovaYon, and 
organizaYonal eco-innovaYon, as well as invesYgate the role of eco-
innovaYon drivers in encouraging chemical and pharmaceuYcal industries to 
be eco-innovaYve. Chemical and pharmaceuYcal companies in Pakistan have 
made tremendous progress towards cleaner processes and polluYon control 
eco-innovaYon, with more than 60% embracing such pracYces. Green energy 
technology adopYon, however, remains low, with only 18% of companies 
employing it. Product eco-innovaYon, on the other hand, has been 
extensively accepted, with over 50% of sectors responding favorably. 
Furthermore, eco-friendly opYons were idenYfied and are also listed. 
According to data, most industries in Pakistan are unconcerned with 
environmental regulaYons; however, Pakistani enterprises are becoming 
more environmentally conscious and dedicated, yet more work is needed to 
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fully convert to green energy technology. Furthermore, export-oriented 
companies have formal environmental management systems in place to fulfil 
client needs. Eco-innovaYon drivers have a significant role in increasing the 
possibility that more industries will eco-innovate. Local environmental rules 
and organizaYonal iniYaYves are criYcal to supporYng eco-innovaYon. 
Policymakers must establish measures to sYmulate collaboraYon with 
chemical and pharmaceuYcal companies in order to further enhance eco-
innovaYon.  
 
Keywords: Eco innovaYon, Eco innovaYon drivers, Eco innovaYon opYons, 
Chemical and PharmaceuYcal industry 
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10.5. Neoliberalism and Higher EducaKon: A Case Study from 
Pakistan  

 
Tarique Memon 
Miami University, USA 
 
Email: memonta@miamioh.edu 
 
Abstract  
 
EducaYon is a foundaYon for the building of any naYon’s infrastructure. It is 
the most effecYve tool for bringing about change (Khan, 2015). Pakistan’s 
educaYonal system is below standard (Amir, et al., 2020). In this naYon, 58 
percent of adults are literate (Ashraf and Ismat, 2016). The main objecYves 
of the numerous educaYonal programs were to address the country’s core 
issues with access to educaYon, gender equality, and infrastructure 
development but sYll, these issues need proper amenYon from the 
government of Pakistan. Since Pakistan is a poor country and very limited 
(around 2.0 %) of the annual budget is allocated for educaYon. Pakistani 
educaYon is also dependent on foreign aid and educaYonal policies are made 
under the influence of globalizaYon and neoliberal policies in recent years. 
Neoliberalism is a poliYcal viewpoint that is rooted in the principles of a free 
market, minimal government intervenYon in public insYtuYons and services, 
meritocracy, and personal responsibility (HasYngs, 2019). In educaYon, the 
neoliberal version of globalizaYon has a great influence on policies for 
evaluaYon, assessment, standards, teacher training, and curriculum 
(Burbules and Torres (2013). Higher educaYon in Pakistan was taken/treated 
as a case to study/examine the issues of access, equity, and quality and the 
impact of neoliberalism. In this design, the researcher gathered data both in 
qualitaYve and quanYtaYve forms from all the stakeholders (students, 
teachers, administrators, parents, and policymakers) that are key 
stakeholders of this study, and policy documents were also analyzed by using 
criYcal theory and social jusYce as a theoreYcal framework. Results/findings 
showed that neoliberal policies in educaYon further entrenched exisYng 
inequaliYes, rather than quesYoning or dismantling them. These issues 
increased because of inauthenYc teaching, assessment, and leadership. 
Further research on the ImplicaYons of school leaders and other factors 
related to these neoliberal policies will be useful in this regard.  
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10.6. Climate Change and Inequality: Unraveling the Gendered 
Impacts of Natural Disasters in Sub-Saharan Africa 

 
Joseph Eshun 
University of Hawaii at Manoa 
 
Email: jeshun081@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
In Africa, girls and women contribute a lot to the agricultural sector. For 
instance, in Sub- Saharan Africa (SSA) women contribute about 70-80 percent 
of food producYon to the household. Even though women tend to play 
significant roles in households in SSA, a huge fracYon of women are engaged 
in the informal sector, work on small pieces of land or are engaged in care 
work which are mostly invisible and are unpaid. Women are mostly 
underrepresented in the labor market with relaYvely lower labor force 
parYcipaYon rate than males. In this study, we show that the average labor 
force parYcipaYon rate (LFPR) for the last two decades for male populaYon 
is higher than the average LFPR for female with values of 72.75 and 58.65 
respecYvely per the total non-insYtuYonal civilian working age-populaYon. 
Moreover, there is a limited number of females with access to educaYon in 
Sub-Saharan Africa. In the face of the prevailing gender inequality, the enYre 
conYnent is affected by the frequent occurrence of natural disasters, with 
intensity of natural disasters varying across countries and regions. Climate 
Change-induced natural disasters exacerbate these pre-exisYng gender 
inequaliYes. In line with this, the study employed the fixed effects model 
(with Driscoll-Kraay standard errors) and the two-step system GMM 
technique for 48 SSA countries from 2000 to 2021 to explore the climate 
change gender inequality nexus. We find that high magnitude of natural 
disasters deteriorates the already exisYng gender gap and female 
reproducYon (maternal mortality rate and adolescent birth rate). Moreover, 
an expansion in real per capita GDP is associated with a reducYon in 
adolescent birth rate. Thus, African governments must invest a lot into 
Research and Development (R&D) on climate change and natural disasters to 
affect gender inequality. 
 
Keywords: Climate Change, Gender Inequality, Natural Disasters, Economic 
Growth, Driscoll- Kraay 
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10.7. Policy discovery through a complexity lens:  Case studies 
of economic reforms and policy pracKce in Malaysia and 
Pakistan 

 
Ali Salman 
Policy Research InsEtute of Market Economy, Islambad 
 
Email: ali@primeinsEtute.org 
 
Abstract 
 
This thesis develops and tests a framework for analysing policy development 
informed by the complexity theory. The framework is first developed through 
a review of secondary literature on the cross secYon of complexity and public 
policy and economic development. It is then tested through applicaYon to 
four case studies of economic reforms and policy pracYce in Malaysia and 
Pakistan. This thesis draws parYcularly on ideas from Room (2016), Ang 
(2016), Bailey et al. (2018) and Aligica et al. (2019) to build an understanding 
of policy change as a complex co-evoluYonary process, involving interacYons 
between state, market and civil society. The core research quesYon is how 
can complexity thinking contribute to beHer understanding of economic 
reforms and policy making, parKcularly with respect to policy eco-systems in 
Malaysia and Pakistan?  The empirical strategy employed can be described 
as a form of small ‘n’ theory-tesYng. The evidence for each case study (two in 
Pakistan and two in Malaysia) is drawn from mixed methods: grey literature; 
key informant interviews and (in two cases) the author’s first-hand policy 
making experience as director of think tanks in each country. The first step in 
applicaYon of the policy discovery framework is to define the relevant policy 
eco-system and idenYfy key policy actors within it. Primary and secondary 
data is then used to explore four parameters of the policy discovery process: 
actor agility and power, experimentaYon and learning, dynamic synergies, 
and feedback loops. The thesis interrogates the policy discovery framework 
through the four case studies, presents the main findings, and concludes with 
reflecYons on the theoreYcal and policy implicaYons of the research, 
limitaYons of the policy discovery framework and scope for further research. 
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10.8. Do Dividends Signal Cash Flows VolaKlity or the Level of 
Cash Flows? An Evidence from Pakistan 

 
Rushna Sajid 
InsEtute of Business AdministraEon, Karachi 
 
Email: rushna.khalil@gmail.com 
 
Abstract 
 
This study aims at tesYng the dividend signaling hypothesis with respect to 
future cash flows and cash flows volaYlity. The interacYon effect of firm size 
and economic instability on dividend signaling has also been determined in 
this study. A sample of 149 firms listed on Pakistan Stock Exchange was taken 
into account. For analysis purpose, system GMM (generalized methods of 
moments) method was employed in order to avoid the endogenity and auto 
correlaYon problems. Future cash flows proxied as return on assets were 
revealed to have significantly posiYve effect on current dividend payouts 
proxied as annual dividend per share. While future cash flows volaYlity 
proxied as standard deviaYon of three years return on assets has a negaYve 
impact on dividend payouts. InteracYon of firm size proxied as natural log of 
total assets with cash flows has a posiYve impact on dividend payouts. While 
interacYon of firm size with cash flows volaYlity has a negaYve impact on 
dividend payouts. Economic instability proxied as variance in three years 
unemployment rate has a posiYve impact on divided payouts while 
interacYng with cash flows and cash flows volaYlity. This study contributes in 
the literature by tesYng the dividend signaling hypothesis in a developing 
country. The study has theoreYcal implicaYons as it supports both the 
dividend signaling theory and the agency cost theory. PracYcally, this study 
would help the investors while forecasYng the firms’ future profitability 
through dividend payouts and similarly it would help the corporate managers 
in carving out the payout policy more diligently as they would know that their 
payout policy is a potenYal signal to the investors for their future profits. 
Moreover, the introducYon of firm size as an interacYon variable in the 
model is also novel in the context of a developing country. The most 
important contribuYon of the study is tesYng economic instability as an 
interacYon variable with respect to dividend signaling for future profitability. 
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10.9. Bojom-up energy models in Pakistan: an overview of off-
grid models explained with the literature on Common Pool 
Resources 
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Abstract 
 
With the Russian a<ack on Ukraine, the global energy markets have directly 
been affected and its shocks are being felt across the globe, resul6ng in rising 
energy prices, infla6on, and uncertainty across economies globally. In the case 
of Pakistan, with its heavy reliance on imported fossil fuels for the energy needs, 
there seems to be no alterna6ve but to meet the growing energy demand of the 
country relying on indigenous renewable energy resources. Various studies have 
already highlighted the poten6al of Pakistan for solar PV, wind, and hydropower 
projects.  But in reality, not much has been tapped. To tap the clean energy 
resources in off-grid regions bo<om-up energy models could be a nice 
opportunity. These models will not only involve communi6es but also improve 
the energy access in far flung areas where grid expansion might be expensive 
due to geographical terrain. This paper aims at exploring and understanding 
different bo<om-up energy models (in selected regions) in Pakistan. 
Methodologically the paper builds on data collected via semi-structured 
interviews in the field and the desk research on the subject ma<er. From a 
theore6cal point of view, this paper will test the “enabling condi6ons “for 
successful community management known from the literature on Common Pool 
Resources (CPRs) (Agrawal, 2001; Ostrom,1990; for applica6ons in the energy 
sector see e.g.,Maier,2007; Gollwitzeret al.,2018).  
 
Keywords: Common Pool   Resources, Community Energy Models, Off-grid 
Rural Electrifica6on, Sustainability 
  



 

 

 

  



 

 

 


